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MO PAU
1. Li do chon dé tai

Véi lich sir gan 20 thé ki du nhap va phat trién ¢ Viét Nam,
Phat gi4o véi phuong cham tly thoi, tly quéc dé da gop phan quan
trong vao qua trinh xay dung, bao vé qué huong, dat nugc. Chinh sy
gan bo gitra Pao phéap va dan toc nhu vay da gitip cho Phat gido ngay
cang an sau vao mach séng vin hoa, vao trong doi séng tinh than cua
ngudi dan Viét. Co thé néi, Phat gido dd hoa quyén cung voi qué
trinh di 1én cia dt nude, gop phan hinh thanh dang ding vin hoa va
nhan cach con nguoi Viét Nam. Ciing chinh do vdy ma Chu tich Ho
Chi Minh da khflng dinh: “Phdt gido Viét Nam vdi dan téc nhu hinh
vai bong, tuy hai ma mgt”.

Vao dau thé ki XX, Phat giao Viét Nam do chiu sy tac dong tir
céc chinh séch cai tri cia thuc dan Phap di boc 16 nhiéu yéu té bat cap.
M@t trong nhirng cau hoi lon dat ra cho cac tang ni, Phat ta l0c nay la
lam sao dé c6 thé xay dung dugc mot duong 16i phét trién Phat giéo
dung dan, hop véi quy luat tién hdéa cia nhan loai ciing nhu gop thém
sic manh vao su nghiép dau tranh giai phong dan toc? Nham tim ra
mot hudng di mai cho Phat gido Viét Nam, cac tang ni, Phat tir vai sy
nhiét huyét caa minh di cung voi nhimg ngudi mén mo dao Phat, cac
nha tri thirc ding ra van dong chan hung, cai cach Phat gido. Chinh tir
trong bdi canh d6 da dan dén sy ra doi cua phong trao chan hung Phat
gi4o Viét Nam vao dau nhitng nam 30 cua thé ki XX.

Tai mién Trung, phong trao chin hung Phat gido dién ra vao
nam 1932 da nhanh chong hoa nhap va gan b véi phong trao trong ca
nudc. Sy xuat hién ciia phong trao chan hung Phat gido mién Trung
noi riéng va ca nudéc nodi chung khong phai 1a mot hién tuong ngiu
nhién ma d6 1a mét tat yéu lich st bai né dugc bat ngudn tir nhimg cin
nguyén rat rd nét nhu: Su chi phéi cua bdi canh quéc té va thoi dai, su
chuyén bién cua tinh hinh kinh té, vin hoa, xa hoi ¢ nudc ta trong
nhitng thap nién dau thé ki XX, su khung hoang va suy yéu caa chinh
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ban than tén gido nay... Bang nhiéu hoat dong tich cuc nhu: Nghién
ctu va i giai hé thong kinh séch, gio Ii Phat gido; d6i méi ngi dung,
hinh thirc dao tao ting tai; xay dung hé théng té chirc, tham gia nhap
thé tich cuc,... phong trao chan hung Phat gido mién Trung khong
nhimg d4 tao ra dugc mdt ludng sinh khi mai ddi véi su phat trién cua
dao Phat ma n6 con gop phan lam nén nhiing thang loi vé vang cia dat
nudéce trong cudc khang chién chdng thuc dan Phap xam lugc.

Do vay, nghién ctru vé phong trao chan hung Phat gido ¢ mién
Trung khéng nhitng la viéc lam mang tinh khoa hoc ma né con chira
dung ca nhitng gia tri thyc tién sau sic.

- V& ¥ nghia khoa hoc: Luan an gép phan tai hién btc tranh
tuong dbi day du va toan dién vé thuc trang Phat gido Viét Nam ciing
nhu mién Trung trong nhitng thap nién dau thé ki XX; vé tinh tat yéu
cua phong trao chan hung Phat gido mién Trung; vé dién bién ciing
nhu cac hoat dong chan hung Phat giéo tiéu biéu tai khu vuc nay. Tur
do6, luan &n s& rat ra dic diém, tinh chét ciing nhu vai trd ciia phong
trao chan hung Phat gido mién Trung.

- V& ¥ nghia thuc tidn: Luan an g6p phan bd sung vao viéc
bién soan lich sir Phat gido, lich sur tu tuong, tbng gido Viét Nam giai
doan can hién dai; gép thém nhiing cw liéu lich sir cho viéc hoach
dinh chinh séch cua Pang va Nha nude d6i voi cac van dé ton giao;
rdt ra bai hoc kinh nghiém cho qué trinh xay dung duong 16i hoat
dong cua Gido hoi Phat gido Viét Nam trong giai doan hién nay va ca
trong twong lai; giup tang ni, Phat tir hiéu duoc sy gan bo gitta Pao
phép va dan toc trong qua trinh di 1én ciia dat nudc dé tir d6 tham gia
nhap thé tich cuc. Ngoai ra, nghién ciu vé& qua trinh chan hung Phat
gi4o mién Trung con goép phan tri an nhiing nguoi da dung ra van
dong, tham gia va chéo lai phong trao.

Vi nhitng 1i do trén, ching ti chon van dé: “Phong trao chan
hung Phdt gido ¢ mién Trung Viét Nam (1932 - 1951)” lam dé tai
luan &n Tién si, chuyén nganh Lich sir Viét Nam.



2. Péi twong va pham vi nghién ciru

- Péi twong nghién cau cua luan an 1a phong trao chan hung
Phat gido & mién Trung Viét Nam (1932 - 1951).

- Pham vi nghién cuu:

+ V& khéng gian: Luan &n gidi han & mién Trung, bao gom céc tinh
tir Thanh Hoa dén Binh Thuan. Trong d6, luan 4n cha y dén cac dia
phuong c6 thé dugc xem la trong tm cia phong trao nhu: Hué, Ba Néng...

+ V& thoi gian: Giéi han tir nam 1932 véi sy kién thanh lap
Hoi Nghién ctru va Thuc hanh gido |i Phat gido (ndm 1938, Hoi doi
tén thanh Hoi An Nam Phat hoc) dén su kién thanh lap Tong hoi Phat
gido Viét Nam vao nam 1951.

3. Muc dich va nhiém vu nghién ciu

- Muc dich nghién ctru cia luan an 1a nham trinh bay mét cach
c6 hé thdng va toan dién vé phong trao chin hung Phat gido mién
Trung Viét Nam (1932 - 1951). Trén co s& d6, rat ra dic diém, tinh
chat va vai tro cua phong trao.

- Bé dat duoc muyc dich nghién ciru néu trén, luan an tap trung
giai quyét nhirng nhiém vy co ban sau:

+ Thir nht, trinh bay béi canh lich sir va dién bién phong trao
chan hung Phat gido & mién Trung Viét Nam (1932 - 1951).

+ Thu hai, phéan tich va lam r6 nhiing ndi dung co ban trong
phong trao chan hung Phat gido & mién Trung Viét Nam (1932 - 1951).

+ Thu ba, rdt ra tinh chat, dac diém va vai tro cua phong trao
chan hung Phat gido mién Trung Viét Nam (1932 - 1951).

4. Nguén twr li¢u va phwong phap nghién ciru

* Ngudn tur ligu

Luan &n tap trung khai théc va str dung céc ngudn tu liéu sau:

Mgt 13, cac tai liéu dwoc hinh thanh tir phong trao chan hung
Phat gido mién Trung.

Hai 13, céc tai liéu duong thoi phan anh vé& hoat dong chin
hung Phat gi4o mién Trung.



Ba 1, cac nghi quyét, duong 15i, chinh sach cua Pang va Nha
nude dé cap dén phong trao chan hung Phat gido Viét Nam.

Bon 13, cac cong trinh, cac bai viét vé& phong trao chan hung
Phat giao Viét Nam néi chung va mién Trung ndi riéng.

Ngoai ra, nham 1am sang t6 hon van dé can nghién cau, luan
&n con tiép can cac cong trinh chuyén khao vé Phat gido, céc cong
trinh mang tinh Ii luan vé tén gi4o va Phat gido ¢ Viét Nam...

* Phuong phap nghién cuu:

Trén co s& phuong phap luan cta chi nghia Mac - Lénin, tu
tuong HO Chi Minh, luan an sir dung phuong phép lich sir két hop
v6i phuong phap logic 1a chu yéu. Ngoai ra, luan &n con van dung
linh hoat cac phuwong phap nghién ciru khac nhu: dién da, suu tam, so
sanh, ddi chiéu, phan tich,... @& xtr 1i tu liéu trude khi tai hién buc
tranh toan canh vé phong trao chan hung Phat gi4o ¢ mién Trung.

5. Pong gop cia luan an

Thit nhat, luan 4n 1a cong trinh dau tién & Viét Nam nghién
ctru mot cach c6 hé thdng va toan dién vé phong trao chan hung Phat
gi4o mién Trung giai doan 1932 - 1951.

Thet hai, théng qua viéc 1am rd bdi canh lich sir dan dén sy hinh
thanh phong trao chan hung Phat gido mién Trung, luan &n s& di sau
vao phan tich cac noi dung cu thé cua né... Tir do, rat ra dic diém, tinh
cht ciing nhu vai trd ctia phong trao chan hung Phat gido mién Trung.

Thit ba, xay dung hé thong tu liéu c6 gia tri tham khao lién quan
dén phong trdo chan hung Phat gido Viét Nam. Tir d6, luan an 1a tai
liéu x& hoi hda phuc vu cho viéc nghién ctru, giang day va hoc tap cac
chuyén dé lién quan, dic biét 1a ddi voi ting ni sinh tai cac truong
trung cép, cao ding, cac Hoc vién Phat gido...

Thit tur, két qua nghién ctu caa luan &n s& gép phan cung cap
nhiing dit liéu mang tinh lich sir vé phong trao chan hung Phat gido
mién Trung trong giai doan 1932 - 1951, cung nhitng luan ctr khoa
hoc cho viéc hoach dinh chinh sach cua Pang va Nha nuéc dbi voi



cac van dé vé ton gido néi chung va Phat gi4o néi riéng.
6. B6 cuc luan an

Ngoai phan mé dau, két luan, danh muc cong trinh nghién cuu, tai
liéu tham khao, ngi dung luan 4n duoc cau tao boi 4 chuong:

Chuong 1: Téng quan van dé nghién ciru.

Chwong 2: Qua trinh hinh thanh phong trio chan hung Phat
gi4o mién Trung.

Chuong 3: Noi dung phong trao chan hung Phat gido mién Trung.

Chuong 4: Tinh chét, dic diém va vai trd cia phong trao chan
hung Phat gido mién Trung.

CHUONG 1
TONG QUAN VE VAN PE NGHIEN CUU

1.1. Vén @& nghién ciru

Cho dén nay, nghién ctru vé phong trao chdn hung Phat gido
Viét Nam noi chung va mién Trung néi riéng di va dang nhan duoc
su quan tdm cua cac hoc gia trong va ngoai nudc. Nhibu sy kién,
nhan vat cia phong trao da dugc cac nha nghién ciru li gidi dudi cac
goc do khac nhau. Mac du vay, van con kha nhiéu ndi dung cia
phong trao can dugc tiép tuc di sdu nghién ctru va lam sang t6 nhu:
Tinh tit yéu ciia phong trao chdn hung Phat giao Viét Nam, ngi dung
co ban cua phong trao chin hung Phit gido mién Trung, tinh chit,
dic diém va vai trd ctia no... Thong qua viée tiép can va nghién ciru
vé phong trao chan hung Phét gido mién Trung, ludn an s& gop phan
lam sang to cac van dé nhu da néu trén.
1.2. Tinh hinh nghién ciu
1.2.1. O trong nwéc

Van dé chan hung Phat gido mién Trung Viét Nam da dugc dé
cap dén trong cac cong trinh nhu: Thich Thién Hoa (1970), 50 nam
chdn hung Phdt gido Viét Nam (tap 1), Gido hoi Phat gido Viét Nam
Théng nhat va Vién Hoa dao xuat ban, Sai Gon; Nguyén Lang
(1985), Viét Nam Phdt gido sir lugn, tap 3, Nxb L& Bbi, Paris;
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Nguyén Pai Pong, Nguyén Thi Minh (2008), Phong trao chdn hung
Phdt gido (1w li¢u bao chi Viét Nam tir 1927 - 1938), Nxb Tén giéo,
Ha Noi; Nguyén Quéc Tuan (2012), Pdc diém va vai trd cia Phat
gi4o Viét Nam thé ki XX, Nxb Tur dién Bach Khoa, Ha Noi; Lé Tam
Dic (2012), Phong trao chdn hwng Phdt gido ¢ mién Bac Viét Nam
(1924 - 1954), Nxb Chinh tri Qudc gia, Ha Noi...
1.2.2. O ngoai nwéc

Phong trao chan hung Phat gido mién Trung da cac hoc gia ngoai
nudc tiép can va phan &nh thdng qua mot sé cong trinh nhu: Elise A.
Devido (2005), The Buddhist revival in Vietnam 1920 to 1951, and its
legacy, in Modernity and Re-enchantment religion in Post - revolutionary
Vietnam, Indochina Unit, No. 24; Nguyen Thi Minh (2007), Buddhist
monastic education and regional revival movements in early 20 century
Vietnam, The University of Wisconsin, Madison, USA...
1.3. Mt s6 vin dé can dwoc tiép tuc nghién cieu

Mot g, 1am 16 boi canh lich str dan dén sy hinh thanh phong trao
chan hung Phat gido mién Trung.

Hai 1, 1am r dién bién cua phong trao chin hung Phat gido
mién Trung.

Ba 14, phan tich va lam rd nhitng ndi dung co ban trong phong
trao chan hung Phat giao mién Trung.

Bén la, r(t ra dic diém, tinh chat, vai tro cta phong trao chin
hung Phat gido mién Trung.

Chuong 2
QUA TRINH HINH THANH
PHONG TRAO CHAN HUNG PHAT GIAO MIEN TRUNG

2.1. Cac nhan té tic dong dén sy hinh thanh phong trao chan
hwng Phat gido mién Trung
2.1.1. Tinh hinh thé gi6i va khu vare diu thé ki XX

O binh dién qudc té, qua trinh xam lugc thudce dia cua cac
nuéce tu ban phuong Tay va dac biét 1a qua trinh giao luu va tiép bién
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vin hoa Pong - Tay dién ra tir nhitng thap nién cubi thé ki XIX, dau
thé ki XX da tao ra nhiéu bién dong trong doi séng x& hoi cac nude
chau A... O khu vyc, thing loi cach mang Tan Hoi Trung Quéc
(1911) va dac biét 1a tu twong dan chu tu san phuong Tay qua tan thu,
tan van tr Trung Quédc truyén vao nude ta da anh huong manh mé
dén cac phong trao dau tranh yéu nudc ciing nhu doi séng tu twong ¢
Viét Nam. Tir do, dat ra ydu cau canh tan d6i méi d6i véi Phat giéo
nham dap ung xu huéng bién d6i chung ciia dat nude va thoi dai.
2.1.2. Phong trao chin hung Phat gi4o tai cac nwéc chau A

Tir cudi thé ki XIX, phong trao chan hung Phat gido da dién ra
& nhidu nudc chau A nhu: Sri Lanka, Trung Hoa, An D9, Nhat
Ban... Sy thuc tinh cua Phat gido tai cac quéc gia nay di co nhing
tac dong khdng nho dén sy hinh thanh phong trdo chan hung Phat
gido Viét Nam.
2.1.3. Sw chuyén bién cia tinh hinh chinh tri, kinh té, vin hoa, xa
hoi & Viét Nam trong nhirng thap nién dau thé ki XX

Vé chinh tri, chinh sach chia @é tri cua thuc dan Phap di tac
d6ng manh m& dén tinh hinh Phat gido Viét Nam lic nay. Tir d6 dat
ra yéu cau chin hung dé dua Phat gido ba mién di dén théng nhit. V&
kinh té, von 1a mot tén gi&o rat thich hop véi x& hoi néng nghiép nhu
Viét Nam, Phat gi4o ciing chiu su tac dong manh mé tir nhitng bién
chuyén cia doi séng kinh té. V& vin hoa, chinh sach day 1 vin hoa
cua thyc dan Phap da kim ham va lam suy yéu Phat gi4o boi déy 1a
mot nhan té cdt 16i da cdu thanh nén vian hoa Viét Nam qua sudt
chiéu dai lich str...
2.1.4. Yéu cau caa sw nghiép giai phong dan tac

Budc sang dau thé ki XX, yéu cau buc thiét dat ra cho lich st
Viét Nam 1a phai tim kiém mot con duong ciru nuéc méi, phai két
hop dau tranh giai phong dan toc véi duy tan dat nuéc. Nham thyuc
hién nhiém vu ma lich sir giao phd, cac tri thirc trong qua trinh van
dong quan ching nhan dan diu tranh giai phong dan toc da tim thay



nhitng tiéng n6i méi, nhitng phuong thirc hoat ddng mai qua tan thur,
tan van. Chinh sy d6i méi vé tu duy va phuong thirc ciru nuéc nay,
da gitip cho nhiéu tri thicc Nho hoc nhan thiy duoc tim quan trong
cac yéu té ndi tai cua dat nude dé tir ¢ dimng ra van dong chan hung,
cai cach Phat gido.
2.1.5. Yéu cau chan hung cia Phat gido Viét Nam

Budc sang dau thé ki XX, Phat giao Viét Nam bo 16 su suy yéu
trén nhiéu phuong dién. Trudc thuc trang nhu vay, cac Tang ni, Phat tur
nhiét huyét véi su ton vong cua dao Phap di cung cac nha tri thic,
nhitg ngudi mén mo dao Phat ding ra van dong chan hung Phat gido.
2.1.6. Nguyén nhan ngi tai caa Phat giao mién Trung

Nguyén nhan ni tai ciia phong trao chan hung Phat gido mién
Trung khéng nam ngoai nhirng nguyén nhan chung cua ca nudc. Do
chinh 1a sy xudng cap vé mat pham hanh ciia mot bo phan ting gia, 1a
su sa ngd cua nhiéu ting ni, Phat tir trudc nhitng anh huong tir budi
giao thoi giira hai nén van hoa cii méi... Do dé, chan hung Phat gi&o
la yéu cau buc thiét khong nhitng d6i véi sy ton vong cua ton gido
ndy ma nd con gop phan gin giir va phét huy céc gié tri vin hoa dan
toC trude su chén ép va 1an &t cua vin hoa phuong Tay.
2.2. Qua trinh hinh thanh phong trao chin hung Phit gido
mién Trung
2.2.1. Mot sé nét khai quat vé sy hinh thanh phong trao chin
hwng Phat gido Viét Nam

Tir nam 1923, thién sw Khanh Hoa da ding ra van dong tang ni,
Phat tir ciing cac cu si hitu cdng chan hung Phat gido. Tuy nhién, mai
dén ngay 26/8/1931, Théng déc Nam Ki la Khrautheimer méi phé
chuan Nghi dinh sé 2062 cho phép Hoi Nam Ki Nghién ciru Phat hoc
thanh 14p, chinh thirc mé dau cho phong trao chin hung Phat gido
Viét Nam. Tiép dén 1a sy ra doi cia cac hoi nhu: Ludng Xuyén Phat
hoc tai mién Nam, Hoi An Nam Phat hoc tai mién Trung, Hoi Phat
gi4o Béc Ki tai mién BAc....



2.2.2. Dién bién phong trao chan hung Phat gido mién Trung

Ngay 17/09/1932, thong qua Nghi dinh s6 2691 cua Kham sir
Trung Ki, Hoi Nghién ctru va Thuc hanh gido li Phat gido duoc thanh
lap tai Hué, chinh thicc mé dau cho phong trao chan hung Phat gido
mién Trung. Cung v&i viéc mé rong hé thong té chire, Ban Tri sy Hoi
Nghién ctu va Thuc hanh gido i Phat gido da cho thanh lap cac Phat
hoc duong tai chlia Van Phuéc (1933), Tric Lam (1934), Phat hoc
vién Tay Thién (1935),... phuc vu cho hoat dong dao tao tang tai; xay
dung doan thé Phat gido cac cip nhu ban Pong Au (1935), Poan
Thanh nién Phat hoc Buc duc (1940), cac Gia dinh Phat héa phd
(1943)....; chinh dén phuong thirc tu tap va sinh hoat cua ting gia...
Pén nam 1951, trude sy phat trién cia phong trdo chan hung trong ca
nuéc, Phat gido mién Trung cing véi Phat gido & mién Nam va mién
Bic da dong nhat chi nguyén thanh lap Tng hoi Phat gido Viét Nam.

Chuwong 3
NOI DUNG PHONG TRAO CHAN HUNG PHAT GIAO
MIEN TRUNG

3.1. Xay dwng hé théng té chiic
3.1.1. H$i An Nam Phat hec

Ngay 17/9/1932, chinh quyén thuc dan Phap da cho phép Hdi
nghién cuu va Thuc hanh giao li Phdt gido thanh lap. Ngay
15/7/1938, Kham sir Graffeuil di phé chuan Nghi dinh sé 2159 vé
viéc diéu chinh tén Hoi thanh Hoi nghién cau va Thuc hanh giéo I
Phat gi4o tai Annam, goi tit 1a H6i An Nam Phat hoc... Dén nam
1940, Hoi An Nam Phat hoc da phét trién hé thong t6 chic cua minh
dén khap céc tinh thanh mién Trung.
3.1.2. Hoi Phat hoc Pa Thanh

Ngay 14/5/1935, Hoi Phat hoc Pa Thanh duoc thanh Iap theo
Nghi dinh s 1057, tru s& dong tai chta Pho Thién, duong Marc
Pourpe (nay la dudng Phan Chau Trinh, Tp.Pa Nang)...
3.1.3. Hoi Viét Nam Phat hec



Ngay 21/12/1945, nhan dip DPai hoi dong toan mién Trung lan
thtr 13, cac tang ni, Phat tir da di dén théng nhét véi nhau trong viéc
d6i danh hiéu cia Hoi An Nam Phat hoc thanh Hoi Viét Nam Phat
hoc. Béan diéu 1¢ va quy tic ciia Hoi dugc Chinh phu Viét Nam Déan
chu Cong hoa thong qua vao ngay 23/6/1946.

3.2. Hoat dong dao tao ting tai
3.2.1. Sy hinh thanh h¢ théng Phat hoc dwong

Nam 1933, hoa thugng Giac Tién cung dé tir 1a Mat Khé mo
mét 16p Tiéu hoc (so c4p), nhan 50 ting sinh chua tho Sa di gidi vao
hoc tai chiia Van Phudc (Hué). Lép hoc thir hai duoc khai giang duéi
su van dong cua hoa thuong Giac Tién va Mat Khé 1a An Nam Phat
hoc dudng tai chtia Tric LAm (Hué) vao nim 1934. Ngay 16/10/1935,
Ho6i An Nam Phat hoc da cho thanh 1ap va khai giang Phat hoc Vién
Tay Thién véi 3 cap hoc la Tiéu, Trung va Pai hoc...

3.2.2. Chwong trinh dao tao

Cung véi viéc xay dung cdc Phat hoc duong, Hoi An Nam
Phat hoc da cho xay dung va tung budc hoan thién khung chuong
trinh dao tao. Chuong trinh dau tién duoc xay dung 13 vao nim 1934,
véi hai cap hoc 1a Tiéu hoc va Pai hoc, cong thém mét 16p Tham ciu.
Tiép dén 1a chuong trinh ndm 1938, vai 3 cip hoc 1a So dang, Trung
dang va Cao dang...

3.3. Xay dung doan thé thanh thiéu nién céc cip
3.3.1. Ban Pong Au

Nam 1935, cac Ban Df”)ng Au duoc thanh 1ap. Co cAu to chirc
cua Ban gém cac Ban Quan tri dat tai cac Tinh hoi, Ban Quan 1i dat
tai cac Chi hoi va Chang Pdng 4u dit tai cac Khuon hoi. Muyc dich ra
doi cua Ban Déng du dugc HOi An Nam Phat hoc xac dinh 1a giup
cac em “tro thanh nhitng nguoi Phdt tir chan chinh” ...

3.3.2. Poan Thanh nién Phéat hoc Puc duc

Nam 1940, mot nhom thanh nién khoang 12 ngudi, xuit phat

tir cic gia dinh Phét gido truyén thong di cung nhau 1ap “Poan thanh

10



nién Phdt hoc Dirc duc”. Co cu td chic cia Poan gém: C6 van,
Poan trudng, Poan pho, Thu ki va cac Uy vién...
3.3.3. Gia dinh Phat hoa phé

Ngay 30/04/1943, tai d6i Quang Té da dién ra Pai hoi Thanh
Thiéu nién Phat tir. Tai Dai hoi nay, cac Ban Pong 4u va Poan Thanh
nién Phat hoc Ptic duc duge hop nhét thanh Gia dinh Phat hoa phd...
3.3.4. Gia dinh Phit tir Viét Nam

Tir ngay 24/3 dén 26/3/1951, Pai hoi Huynh truéng Gia dinh
Phat hoa pho toan qudc di dugc to chirc tai chua Tir Pam (Hué), véi
su tham du cta dai biéu dén tir nhiéu tinh thanh trén ca nude. Trén co
s& nhét tri cia dai biéu tham dy hoi nghi, cac Gia dinh Phat hoa phé
trong ca nudc da dugc hop nhét thanh Gia dinh Phat tit Viét Nam...
3.4. Chan chinh phwong phép tu tip va sinh hoat cia ting gia
3.4.1. Xac dinh vai tro, vi tri va trach nhiém cua tiang gia

Xac dinh ting gia 1 thanh phan cd vai tro, vj tri rat quan trong
nén trong qua trinh chan hung Phat gido, Ban Tri sy Hoi An Nam
Phat hoc di ludn chu trong téi van dé nay. Do 1a viéc giit gin va nang
cao pham hanh cho cac ting gia, 1a viéc phan dinh ting gia thanh cac
thanh phan khac nhau dé &p dung cac quy chuan tu tap hop li dbi voi
ting ddi twong...
3.4.2. Xay dung phuwong phap va cach thic tu tap

V& phuong phap tu tap: d6i v6i nhirg ngudi mai tu hanh thi
tién hanh tu tap & nhimg noi yén tinh sau d6 chuyén dan sang ¢
nhitng noi dong. V& céch thic tu tap, trong giai doan chan hung Phat
gi4o, phép tu tap theo 16i Tinh do tong va tu theo I16i Pho théng 1a hai
hinh thirc dugc dong dao gidi ting ni, Phat tir ung hd. V& cach cu tra
clia tang gia dugc thuc hién dya trén nguyén tic luc hoa...
3.4.3. Ban hanh quy pham déi véi cach thirc tu tap va sinh hoat
cua tang gia

Nham gitp cho ting gia giit duoc gidi luat va dic hanh, Ban
Tri su Hoi An Nam Phat hoc da du thao mot ban quy tic sinh hoat
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gom 4 diéu va xay dung mot chuong trinh hoat dong nham giam sét
viéc thi hanh giéi luat trong tang chang...
3.5. Chén hung vé cach thiic the tw, cling cip va céc I8 hgi Phat gido
3.5.1. V& céch thirc tho tw va clng cap

Niam 1934, thong qua chuyén khao sat mot sé ngdi chia & Hué
(Béo Quéc, Truc Lam, Tay Thién...), Ban Tri sy Hoi An Nam Phat
hoc da nhan thiy nhiéu diém chua hop Ii trong céach thic b tri, tho
tu trong céc chuia. Do vay, Ban Tri sy di dé ra cha truong 1a cai to
cach thic tho tu, cing cap cho ph hop véi quan diém cua dao Phat.
Niam 1940, thay mat cho Hoi An Nam Phat hoc, Hoi truéng Nguyén
Dinh Hoe ban hanh “Pinh” s6 18 quy dinh vé cach tho ty va viéc doc
kinh & cac chiia hoi quan. Bén nam 1951, cach thic thd ty duge Hoi
Viét Nam Phat hoc tiép tuc diéu chinh. D6 1a chi nén thd doc ton mot
tuong duc Phat Thich ca hoic duc Di Pa. Boi, Phat - Phat dao dong
tire 14 cac dic Phat déu nhu nhau thi tho mot dic Phat c6 nghia 1a da
tho tat ca cac dac Phat khéc...
3.5.2. V& I1& hoi

Cung voi viée chin chinh cach thirc thd tu, cing cip trong cac
chua, nhiéu 18 hoi Phat giao truyén thong nhu 18 Quan Thé Am (19/6
am lich), Vu Lan (14-15/7 am lich), 18 Ha lap,... da dugc Ban Tri su
Ho6i An Nam Phat hoc quan tim to chirc hang nam. Trong d6, dang
cha y 1a sy thanh c6ng cta L& Phat Pan vao ndm 1935 tai Hué.
3.6. An hanh béo chi va bién dich kinh sach Phat hoc
3.6.1. An hanh béo chi

Trong giai doan chan hung, tai mién Trung da c6 cac to béo
Phat gido ra doi nhu: Nguyét san Vién Am (30/5/1933), Tam Bao
Tap chi (15/1/1937), Giai Thoat (24/5/1946), Giac Ngo (8/4/1949)...
3.6.2. Viét hoa va xuit ban kinh sach Phat gi4o

Nam 1939, thién sw Mat Thé da dich cong trinh Phat gido khai
luoc cua cu si Huynh Si Phuc (Trung Hoa). Tiép dén 1a cac bo nhu:
Bat Nha Tam kinh Chu giai cia dich gia Tri DO; Ludn Pai thira Khi tin
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cua dich gid Tri Quang, Muoi hai nguyén li cua dao Phdt cia Hung
Khanh, Kinh Uu ba Téc giéi cua cu si Tam Minh Lé Dinh Tham...
3.7. Luén ban céc van dé vé Phat hoc va thé hoc

Budc sang dau thé ki XX, su phat trién cua khoa hoc - ki thuat
cling Véi qua trinh giao Iuu tiép xic van hoa Pong - Tay di tao ra nhiing
diéu kién can thiét cho cac cudc tranh luan trén linh vyc tu teong Phat
gi4o. Nhiéu y kién, nhiéu luan diém khac nhau dugc cac tang ni, Phat tir,
c4c nha tri thire dwa ra ban luan nhu:“C6é hay khéng c6 linh hon bdt t?”;
“C6 hay khong co thién duong Tay Phuong cuc lac?”...

Chuwong 4
TINH CHAT, PAC PIEM VA VAI TRO CUA PHONG TRAO
CHAN HUNG PHAT GIAO MIEN TRUNG

4.1. Tinh chat
4.1.1. Tinh chat dan tac

Thit nhat, gép phan vao viéc cang ¢ khdi dai doan két toan
dan trudc sy thong tri cua thuc dan Phap.

Thet hai, ndng cao y thac, trach nhiém cho tang ni, Phat tir
trugc yéu cau lich sir caa dan toc.

Thit ba, gin gitr va phéat huy cac gia tri tich cuc cia mot ton
gido vbn di c6 truyén thong gin bé 1au dai véi lich st dan toc.

Thir tir, gop phan phd quét va lam phong pha hon kho tang chi
Qudc ngir cua dén toc.
4.1.2. Tinh chét dan chi

Thir nhdt, tinh dan cha dugc biéu hién thong qua cac sinh hoat
trong phong trao chan hung Phat gio.

Thez hai, dan chua gén lién voi van dé doc 1ap, tu do cta dét nudc.
4.1.3. Tinh chat quéc té

Tinh chit qubc té ciia phong trao chin hung Phat gido mién
Trung duoc thé hién qua cac phuong dién nhu: tao dung mdi quan hé
Phit gido v6i cac nude lang giéng, cir cac tang ni sinh di du hoc, tham
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du Hoi nghi Phat gido quéc té dién ra tai Colombo (Sri Lanka) tir ngay
26/5 dén ngay 7/6/1950 va thyc hién st ménh thong nhat Phét gido
trong ca nudc dé tir do di dén thong nhét Phat gido thé gidi...

4.2. Pic diém

4.2.1. Pa dang, phong pht vé ndi dung va hinh thirc hoat déng

Vé no6i dung, phong trao dién ra dudi nhidu ndi dung khéc
nhau nhu xay dung hé thdng t6 chire, dao tao ting tai, xuat ban bao
chi... V& hinh thirc, phong trao chdn hung phat gido mién trung da
khéo tan dung duoc hinh thirc hoat dong cong khai, hop phap dé c6
thé thu dugc nhiing thanh qua cao nhat. Vé quy md, phong trao dién
ra trong khoang thoi gian gan 20 nam (1932 -1951) d6 1a chua ké dén
qué trinh chudn bi cling nhu sirc lan toa ciia n6. Vé luc luong, ngoai
cac tang ni, Phat tir, phong trao con 16i cudn nhiéu thanh phan khac
nhau trong xa hoi nhu tri thirc Nho hoc, Tay hoc, tiéu tu san....

4.2.2. Chit ché trong c&c ndi dung chin hung

Thir nhdt, vé phuong dién t6 chtrc, day 1a 1an dau tién Phat
gido mién Trung di vao van hanh dudi mét to chirc thong nhét 1a Hoi
An Nam Phét hoc...

Thir hai, 14 vé phuong dién gido duc va dao tao. Su hinh thanh
phong trao chan hung Phat gido mién Trung véi sy chu trong dén
viéc thay ddi tim nhan thic, tr duy cho ting ni, Phat tir thong qua
cac chuong trinh dao tao duoc xay dung da timng bude khic phuc van
nan that hoc. Viéc phan dinh cép hoc tir tiéu, trung dén dai hoc véi sb
luong cac hoc phin duoc quy dinh tuong ing va sy xuét hién cta cac
Phat hoc duong véi cach thuc dao tao bai ban da tao diéu kién cho
C4c tang ni sinh & cac do tudi khac nhau theo hoc...

Thir ba, di voi phuong thic sinh hoat va tu tap coa ting gia.
Xuat phét tir viéc xac dinh ting gia c6 mot vi tri va vai trd vo cling quan
trong dbi v6i sy thanh cdng hay that bai ciia phong trao, ban Tri sy Hoi
An nam Phat hoc di chu dong d& xuit nhidu bién phap nham déi méi
phuong thirc sinh hoat va tu tép cho tang gia...
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Thir tw, nghi 18 cach thuc tho tu ctia Hoi An Nam Phat hoc giai
doan nay ciing c¢6 nhiéu sy diéu chinh quan trong theo hudng hién dai
hoa...

4.2.3. Két hop chan hung Pao phap véi cong cudc khang chién
kién quéc

Phong trao chin hung Phat gido mién Trung chiu tac dong sau
sac tir chinh sach d6 ho cua thuyc dan Phap ciing nhu cudc khang
chién chdng giac ngoai xam cua dan toc. Do vay, vira chan hung Dao
phap vira khang chién kién qudc 1a mot dic diém noi bat, xuyén subt
dong thoi 1a mot yéu cau mang tinh tat yéu...

4.2.4. Thé hién nhiing sic thai chung va riéng so véi hai mién Nam Bic

Diém dau tién ma ching ta nhan thdy c6 su twong ddong trong
muc tiéu hinh thanh phong trao chin hung Phat gido la khic phuc su
suy yéu cua dao Phat. Pay chinh 14 dic diém chung kéo dai xuyén
sudt thoi ki chdn hung ¢ ca ba mién cua dit nudc. Ké tiép, 1a su xuat
hién ciia cac mé hinh t6 chirc véi vai tro 14 linh hon cta phong trao
va ra bao chi 1am co quan ngdn luan... Bén canh nhimng diém tuong
ddng néi trén, phong trao chan hung Phat gido mién Trung con thé
hién nhiing séc thai riéng so v&i hai mién Nam - Bic. Diéu nay duoc
thé hién 6 thong qua viéc xdy dung md hinh t6 chirc gido hoi, qua
hoat dong dao tao tang tai, phat trién cac Khuon hoi, cac Niém Phat
dudng, xdy dung doan thé thanh thiéu nién Phat gido cac cép....

4.3. Vai tro
4.3.1. Pbi véi Phat gido Viét Nam

Thit nhat, phong trao gép phan khic phuc tinh trang suy yéu
cua Phat gido Viét Nam.

Thet hai, 1am cho Phat gi4o ngay cang phd quat rong rai vao
trong doi sdng xa hoi Viét Nam.

Thit ba, tao 1ap nén tang cho sy phét trién cua Phat giéo Viét
Nam trong céc giai doan vé sau.

4.3.2. Poi véi vin hoa Viét Nam

15



Thir nhdt, gop phan lam giam mé tin di doan, hudéng con nguoi
dén nhiing gi tri van hoa mang tinh tich cuc, nhan vin trong cudc séng.

Thit hai, tao ra sy giao luu vin hoa giita cic ving mién, giira
van hoa Phat gido Viét Nam v6i van hda Phat gido ¢ cac nudc.

Ther ba, gin gitr va phat huy van hoa Phat gido - mét gia tri van
hoa da c6 chiéu dai gin bé vai lich sir dan toc.

Thit te, dép ing yéu cau xay dyng va phat trién van hoa cua sy
nghiép cach mang giai phéng déan toc.
4.3.3. Pbi véi sw nghiép giai phong dan toc

Cung Vvéi sy nghiép chan hung Phat gido, ting ni, Phat tir mién
Trung d3 tich cuc tham gia vao su nghiép dau tranh chéng lai ach
thdng tri va d6 ho cua thuc dan Phap. Cu thé nhu: trong cac phong trao
cach mang 1936 - 1939, Phat gi4o mién Trung da tich cuc tham gia
dau tranh doi cAc quyén dan sinh, dan chi. Cach mang thang Tam
bung nd, Tang ni, Phat tor mién Trung da tich cuc tham gia vao su
nghiép giai phong dan toc. Cac doan thé Tang gia ciu qudc va Phat
gido ctiru quéc duoc thanh 1ap & nhiéu tinh thanh mién Trung...

KET LUAN

1. Phong trdo chan hung Phat gido mién Trung dién ra trong
giai doan 1932 - 1951, da gop phan tao ra budc ngoit quan trong ddi
V6i tién trinh phat trién cua Phat gido Viét Nam. Boi véi cong cudc
chan hung nay, Phat gido mién Trung c6 sy d6i ma&i gan nhu toan
dién trén nhiéu linh vuc. D6 1a sy xuat hién cua moét mo hinh td chic
gido hoi 1am nén tang cho cac hoat dong chin hung Phat gi4o & hau
khép cac tinh, thanh mién Trung. Clng véi sy ra doi cua té chuc giéo
hoi 1a su hinh thanh bd may lanh dao (Ban Tri s, Ban Chitng minh)
va co ché quan i tir cap trung wong dén dia phuong; 14 cach thuc sinh
hoat Phat gi4o mang tinh cong dong tai cac Niém Phat duong, cac
Khuon hdi; 1a su xuat hién caa cac Phat hoc dudng, Phat hoc vién véi
cac cap hoc tir tiéu, trung cho t&i dai hoc; 1a viéc kiém dinh chat
lugng cac chuong trinh dao tao qua vai tro cia mot Ban Giéo tho su

16



va danh gia trinh d6 hoc van cia tang ni sinh thong qua cac ki khao
thi; 1a sy hinh thanh cac doan thé thanh thiéu nién Phat giéo céc cip
va theo sau d6 1a cac hoat dong ngoai khda, cac budi rén luyén ki
nang séng cho ting ni, Phat tir; 1a sy xuat hién lan dau tién cua bao
chi Phat gi&o véi tu cach 1a co quan ngdn luan ciia cac md hinh to
chuc gido hoi; 1a su xuét hién va ngay cang tré nén phd bién cua hé
thdng kinh sach bang chir Quéc ngit; 1a su tinh gian dén muc tbi da
trong cac nghi thic cing kinh; 1a sy xuét hién caa nhiéu 18 hoi méi
trong cac sinh hoat Phat gido...

Véi nhitng d6i mai noi trén, cd thé xem phong trao chan hung
Phat gi4o mién Trung nhu 13 mdt cudc cach mang vé Phat gido.

2. Phong trao chan hung Phat gido mién Trung cé y nghia dic
biét quan trong ddi voi Phat gido Viét Nam ciing nhu x4 hoi.

Dbi v6i Phat gido, chin hung vira 13 dé khic phuc nhiing han
ché ma ton gido nay dang vap phai, dong thoi, hoi nhap va b sung
nhiéu yéu té méi, mang tinh chat tién b tir qua trinh giao luu va tiép
bién vin hoa, van minh Dong - Tay. Chan hung chinh 13 chia khoa dé
Phat gido Viét Nam bit kip van hoi méi cua dit nuoc va thoi dai,
dong thoi khing dinh nhiing gi4 tri wu viét cua chinh minh. Chan
hung Phat gido tao ra ngudn mach dé sau nay, khi dat nuéc théng
nhét, non séng quy vé mot mdi, ting ni, Phat tir trén khip ca nuéc da
di dén quyét dinh thdng nhat, thanh 1ap Gido hoi Phat gido Viét Nam
(1981); chan hung Phat gido ciing chinh 1a d& minh ching cho tinh
than va khé Ii khé co ciia dao Phat, minh ching cho tinh déng hanh
cling dan toc cua tén gido nay qua sudt chiéu dai lich st...

D4i v6i x& hoi, chan hung chinh 14 budc chudn bi dé Phat gido
Viét Nam véi vai trd “hé quac an dan” tiép budc cung dan toc qua
hai cugc khang chién chdng thuc dan Phap va dé qudc Mi xam lugc.
Chan hung ciing chinh 1a phuong tién quan trong dé dwa Phat gido
tro lai dung vai truyén thong, vai trd va vi tri cia nd trong x4 hoi Viét
Nam. Chéan hung Phat gi4o chinh Ia soi day lién két dé that chat hon
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nira méi quan hé gitta dan toc va Pao phéap, thit chat hon nita mdi
quan hé gitra ting ni, Phat tor d6i v6i quan chdng nhan dan. Chén
hung Phat gido ciing chinh 1a dé gép phan vao viéc gin giir va ton
vinh ban sic van hoa dan toc Viét Nam...

3. V6i nhitng noi dung va hinh thie da thé hién, phong trao
chan hung Phat gido mién Trung da thyuc sy dé lai dwoc nhiéu thanh
tyu quan trong ma cho t&i nay gia tri caa nd van con nguyén ven.

Dau tién 1a su ra doi cua mot mo hinh té chic giéo hoi so khai
lam nén tang cho viéc xay dung hé théng té chuc cua Tong hoi Phat
gido Viét Nam (1951) cling nhu Giao hoi Phat gido Viét Nam (1981)
Ia Hoi Phat hoc An Nam. Mac du hién nay, Gido hoi Phat giao Viét
Nam did mo rong va chuyén biét hoa co ciu t6 chirc nhung nhin
chung van luu gitr mot mic do nhét dinh cach thirc to chire cua Hoi
Phat hoc An Nam. D¢ 1a sy hién dién cta Ban Tri sy, Ban Chang
minh, Ban C6 vén, Giéo duc, Nghi 1&, Tai chinh,... & cip Trung wong.
O cap dia phuong 1a cac Tinh hoi, Huyén hoi, Chi hoi, Khudn hoi va
Ve hoi. Co cau td chire nay khdng nhitng da dam bao duoc tinh chat
chg, 6n dinh va thdng nhat cho qua trinh hoat dong cua Gido hoi Phat
gido Viét Nam qua cac thoi ki ma nd con gitp cho t6n gido nay dén
gan hon nira véi doi séng quan chdng nhan dan.

Tiép theo 1a su ra doi cua Gia dinh Phat tir Viét Nam vao nim
1951. Té chirc ndy khdng nhimg da thu hat dugc sy quan tam, tham
gia ciia cac Phat tir trong nuéc ma né con duoc nhan rong dén nhiéu
qudc gia phwong Tay nhu: Mi, Australia, Anh, Phap... Cling voi thoi
gian, cac Gia dinh Phat tir da va dang tich cuc phat huy vai tro, vi tri
cua minh cho su thanh céng va Ién manh caa Gido hoi Phat gido Viét
Nam ciing nhu ddi véi cdng cudc xay dung qué huong, dit nuéc.
Tinh dén thoi diém nim 2014 da co 32 tinh, thanh trong ca nuéc co
Gia dinh Phat tir sinh hoat trong khudn kho phép 1i caa Gido hoi Phat
gido Viét Nam. Tai mién Trung hién c6 khoang 406 Gia dinh Phat tir.
Trong d6, Quang Tri ¢6 160 Gia dinh Phat tir, Thira Thién Hué c6 28
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Gia dinh, Da Nﬁng 10, Quang Nam 32, Quang Ngai 3, Binh Dinh 27,
Phil Yén 1, Khanh Hoba 63, Ninh Thuan 23, Binh Thuan 34, Lam
Poéng 25...

Cung Vvéi nhimg dong gop vé hé thdng to chic, phong trao
chan hung Phat giao mién Trung con gop phan do tao ra nhiing dang
thach tru caa Phat gido Viét Nam dé tham gia vao céc hoat dong Phat
su va thé sy ¢ cép Trung wong ciing nhu & nhidu dia phuwong trén ca
nudce nhu: Thich Tinh Khiét, Thich Tri Tha, Thich Minh Chau, Thich
Thién Siéu, Thich Tri Quang, Thich Tri Tinh, Thich Nhat Hanh...
Ciing chinh tir nhimg tac dong cua phong trao chin hung Phat gi&o
mién Trung, hé théng Giéo duc Phat gido Viét Nam khong nging
dugc cing ¢6 va ma rong vé quy mé ciing nhu chat luong dio tao.
Do 1a sy hinh thanh cta cac Phat hoc vién, cac Truong DPai hoc, Cao
dang, Trung cap Phat hoc tir nira sau thé ki XX nhu: Hai Ptic Nha
Trang, Quang Huong Gia Lam, Van Hanh, Hoc vién Phat gido Viét
Nam tai Ha Noi, Hué, Sai Gon...

4. Tur thue té nhitng thanh twu da dat duoc cua phong trao chan
hung Phat gi4o mién Trung chinh 1a co s& quan trong dé rdt ra mot sb
bai hoc kinh nghiém cho qua trinh xay dung, phat trién dao Phat
trong giai doan hién nay.

Thir nhdt, Phat gido Viét Nam néi chung va mién Trung noi
riéng phai ludn tich cyuc chan hung, cai cach nham bit kip xu thé phat
trién cua dan toc va thoi dai. Boi, trong giai doan hién nay, doi séng
tang ni, Phat tir cling chiu khéng it nhiing tac dong tur thoi cudc. Bén
canh su thiang hoa ciia nén khoa hoc ki thuat cing nhitng budc tién
vuot bac cua con nguoi trén moi linh vuc, dao Phat noi riéng va nhan
loai néi chung dang phai ddi phé véi nhitng nguy co va thach thirc vd
cling to I6n. Do chinh 1a sy ddi 1ap giira giau - nghéo; la sy xudng cap
cua dao duc, luan I, 16i sdng; 1a sy xuét hién cua cac té nan xa hoi di
kém 1a cac cin bénh cua thé ki; 1a nhitng bat 6n tir sw d6i dau gitra
cac nudce, cac khu vuc trén thé gisi... Do d6, Phat gido Viét Nam can
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thuc hién dung khé Ii, khé co ciia minh ciing nhu can phai c6 sy hoa
nhap vai 16i sdng hién dai dé khong roi vao tinh trang lac hau. Mit
khéc, hoa nhap vao xu thé phat trién cua thoi dai ciing 1a nham dé
Phat gi4o Viét Nam thé hién vai tro va vi tri caa minh trong viéc xay
dung mot thé gisi hoa binh, an lac va vui twoi. Nhung ciing chinh
trong qua trinh d6, can phai c6 nhimng budc di thich hop, nhiing bién
phép cu thé nhiam tranh bi cuén vao ma luc cua co ché thi truong,
lam mat di sy ton nghiém cua dao Phat.

Thet hai, tich cuc phat huy va dé cao cong tac giao duc, dio tao
tang tai. Boi “Tang bao 1a hién than cu thé cho tinh than vé thirong
ciia dao Phdt. Téang bao con, Phdt gido con; Tang bao bi suy don thi
Phdt gi&o bai vong”. Do d6, can can phai tich cuc d6i méi trong cong
tac dao tao, Vi luc luong tang ni vira la tru cot vira 1a ngudi thay tinh
than cho cac tin @ Phat tir séng theo chan Ii dao Phat. Nén gi4o duc
hién tai ciing nhu tuong lai phai ludn chi trong vé pham chat, dao
hanh va chéat luong ciia nguoi tu si. Gido hoi can phai tap trung
nghién ciu va théng nhéat chuong trinh giang day tai cac Truong
Trung cép, Cao dang, Hoc vién Phat gido hién nay. Hinh thanh va
xay dung cac chuyén khoa, chuyén nganh nhim hd tro cho cac ting
ni, Phat tir c6 thém diéu kién tiép can sau vé mit gido Ii, vira nam
virng kién thirc khoa hoc ki thuat va cac linh vuc khoa hoc ty nhién,
khoa hoc xa hoi. C6 lam dugc nhu vay, gido duc Phat giao mai dao
tao ra dwoc nhing ting ni, Phét tir viing chéi vé kha niang dién giai
gido Ii va kha nang ap dung gio li d6 vao doi séng hién tai.

Bén canh do, trong cong tac nghién cuu, bién khao va hoing
duong Phat phap can tao ra duoc su gip g& giita triét Ii dao Phat véi
kién thirc chuyén mén vé nhiing vin dé c6 tinh cép thiét cua cudc
séng. Pay manh cdng tac Viét hoa kinh dién Phat giao dé nhiing
ngudi quan tam cd thé tiép can dao Phat mot cach gan nhat. Gido hoi
Phat gido Viét Nam can c6 dinh huéng va nhan rong céc trung tam tu
tap, tao moi trudng sinh hoat cho cac Phat ti, dé mdi ngudi dén voi
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dao Phat 1a dén véi su thé nghiém tam linh va c6 dugc sy an lac trong
tam hén. Co nhu vay, dao Phat méi dap tng duoc nhu cau tam linh
trong thoi dai mai.

Ther ba, 1a bai hoc V& viéc cung ¢ virng chic hé théng to chic
nham tao ra su nhat quan trong khudn miu va cach thicc van hanh.
Pé lam dugc didu nay, trudc hét 1a can phai phét huy téi da chuc
ning, nhiém vu va gido quyén cua Gido hoi Phat gido Trung wong.
Kién toan duong 161 hoat dong cua Gido hoi Phat gido Viét Nam qua
ting giai doan, ting thoi Ki. Gitr vitng mbi quan hé hoa dong gitra
Gido hoi Trung wong véi cac cip dia phuong, gitra cac cip, giita cac
téng phai ciing nhu giira dao Phat véi cac ton gido khac. Tiép thu co
chon loc nhimg tac dong tir doi séng duong dai, tranh tinh trang chay
theo 16i séng thi truong - thuong mai hda trong Phat gido; thiéu doan
két, chia r& gitra cac tong phai, giita Phat gido Viét Nam voi Phat
gido qudc té. Phat huy tinh ty giac trong tu tap, nghién cau, hoc tap,
trong xay dung 16i sdng ciia mdi tang ni, Phat tir. Giai quyét tot chac
nang nhiém vu caa Phat gido Viét Nam véi Phat gido qudc té, gitra
Phat gido Viét Nam végi cdc muc tiéu thién nién ki cua Lién Hop
qudc. C6 1am duoc nhu vay, Phat gido Viét Nam mai chang to duoc
vai tro, vi tri cia minh truéc nhitng yéu cau méi cua thoi cude ciing
nhu dong gop huong thom cta minh trén ting budc di cua lich sur
nhan loai.
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INTRODUCTION

1. Reasons for choosing the topic

With a history of more than 20 centuries of introduction and
development in Vietnam, Buddhism, with the motto ‘“#ime- and
place-dependent”, has significantly contributed to homeland
construction and defenses. Such steadfast tie between the religion
and nation helps Buddhism to penetrate deeper and deeper into
cultural and spiritual life of Vietnamese citizenry. It can be said
therefore that Buddhism has mingled with national development and
contributed to the formation of cultural and personality traits of
Vietnamese people. This is evident in President Ho Chi Minh’s
affirmation: “Viethamese Buddhism and Vietnamese people are
inseparable, like a body and its shadow”.

In the early 20" century, Buddhism in Vietnam, due to
influences from governing policies of French colonialists, exposed lots
of inadequacies. One major question arisen for Buddhist clergy and
Buddhists then is “How to determine for Buddhism an appropriate
developmental way conformable to the developmental laws of
mankind as well as contribute to the struggle for national liberation?”’
In order to find a new direction for Vietnamese Buddhism, fervid
Buddhist clergy and Buddhists together with Buddhism admirers and
intellectuals came forward and campaigned for Buddhism
amelioration and innovation. It was in this context that Buddhist
revival movement in Vietnam emerged in the early 1930s.

In Central Vietnam, Buddhist revival movement began in 1932
and then rapidly integrated into and got attached to the movement in
the entire country. The birth of Buddhist revival movement in the
Middle in particular and in the whole nation in general is not an
accidental phenomenon but a historical necessity since it sprang from
evident origins such as: the control of international context and age;
changes in economic, cultural and social conditions in Vietnam in the
first decades of the 20" century; crisis and weakening of this religion...
With many positive activities such as: studying and explaining
Buddhist texts and doctrines; renovating contents and forms of
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Buddhist clergy training; building organizational systems; entering
social life actively... Buddhist revival movement in the Middle not
only added a new lease of vitality to the development of Buddhism but
also had a part in glorious national victories during the resistance war
against French colonialism.

Correspondingly, doing research on the Buddhist revival
movement in the Middle not only has scientific significance but
contains deep practical values as well.

- In terms of scientific values, the thesis helps to retrace a quite
complete and comprehensive picture of the real conditions of
Buddhism in Vietnam as well as in the Middle in the first decades of
the 20" century, the necessity and development of Buddhist revival
movement in the Middle as well as typical Buddhist revival activities
in this region. The paper therefrom draws out some characteristics,
features and roles of Buddhist revival movement in the Middle.

- Regarding practical values, the paper has a part in
complementing the compilation of Vietnamese Buddhism history,
history of Vietnamese thoughts and Vietnamese religious history in
Modern period; adding historical data for the policy planning
towards religious issues of the Communist Party and Government of
Vietnam; drawing out experiential lessons to build a course of action
for Vietnamese Unified Buddhist Church in the current period and
even in the future; helping Buddhist clergy and Buddhists to well
understand the bond between Buddhism and Vietnamese people
during the national development and therefrom enter social life
actively. Besides, this research on the revival process of Buddhism in
the Middle also expresses deep gratitude to people who came
forward to campaign, join and pilot the movement.

For those reasons, we chose: “Buddhist revival movement in
Central Vietnam (1932 - 1951)” as the topic for our Doctoral thesis
in Vietnamese History.

2. Subject and scope of the research

- The subject of this thesis is Buddhist revival movement in
Central Vietnam (1932 - 1951).

- Scope of the research:



+ In terms of space, the research is narrowed down to Central
Vietnam, including provinces from Thanh Hoa to Binh Thuan with
special attention to places considered as focus of the movement like:
Hue, Da Nang...

+ Regarding time, the paper focuses on the period from 1932,
with the foundation of Group for Buddhist doctrine research and
practice (in 1938, the Group was renamed Buddhist Studies Annam
Group) to the establishment of Vietnamese Buddhist Congregation
in 1951.

3. Aims and objectives of the research

- The aim of the research is to systematically and
comprehensively present important points about Buddhist revival
movement in Central Vietnam (1932 - 1951). On this basis, the
characteristics, features and roles of the movement are to be
identified.

- In order to achieve the aforementioned research aim, the
thesis focuses on dealing with the following basic objectives:

+ Firstly, presenting historical context and developments of
Buddhist revival movement in Central Vietnam (1932 - 1951).

+ Secondly, analyzing and clarifying major points in Buddhist
revival movement in Central Vietnam (1932 - 1951).

+ Thirdly, drawing out the characteristics, features and roles of
Buddhist revival movement in Central Vietnam (1932 - 1951).

4. Material sources and research method

* Material sources

The thesis focuses on exploiting and making use of the
material sources below:

1. Documentation originating from Buddhist revival movement
in the Middle.

2. Current material reflecting Buddhist revival activities in the
Middle.

3. Resolutions, guidelines and policies of the Vietnamese
Communist Party and Government related to Vietnamese Buddhist
revival movement.



4. Work and articles on Buddhist revival movement in
Vietnam in general and in the Middle in particular.

Additionally, in order to better elucidate research issues, the
paper also refers to Buddhist monographs as well as argumentative
work on Buddhism and other religions in Vietnam...

* Research method:

On the basis of Marxist-Leninist discourse on method and Ho
Chi Minh’s thoughts, a combination between historical method and
logical method is chosen as the primary research method. Besides,
the thesis also flexibly employs other methods such as: fieldwork,
collection, comparison, contrast, analysis... to process data before
retracing the panorama of Buddhist revival movement in the Middle.
5. Contributions of the thesis

First, the thesis is the first research work in Vietnam to
systematically and comprehensively investigate Buddhist revival
movement in the Middle in the period 1932 - 1951.

Second, by clarifying the historical context leading to the
foundation of Buddhist revival movement in the Middle, the paper will
deeper analyze its specific contents... and therefrom draw out the
characteristics, features as well as roles of Buddhist revival movement
in the Middle.

Third, the research also builds a documentation system of
reference values related to Vietnamese Buddhist revival movement. In
this respect, the thesis is socialized material that can be used for doing
research as well as teaching and learning relevant special subjects,
especially towards Buddhist monks and nuns studying at vocational
schools, community colleges, Buddhist academies...

Fourth, the research results will provide historical data on
Buddhist revival movement in the Middle in the period 1932 - 1951
together with scientific foundations for policy planning of the
Vietnamese Communist Party and Government towards religious
issues in general and Buddhism issues in particular.



6. Brief outline of the research

Apart from Introduction, Conclusion, List of published research
work and References, the body of the thesis consists of 4 chapters as
follows:

Chapter 1: Overview of research problems.

Chapter 2: Formation process of Buddhist revival movement
in the Middle.

Chapter 3: Contents of Buddhist revival movement in the Middle.

Chapter 4: Characteristics, features and roles of Buddhist
revival movement in the Middle.

CHAPTER 1
OVERVIEW OF RESEARCH PROBLEMS

1.1. Research problems

Until now, research on Buddhist revival movement in Vietnam
in general and in the Middle in particular has received much interest
from national and international scholars. A lot of events and
characters of the movement have been expounded in different angles
by researchers. Nevertheless, there are still many points of the
movement that need further investigation and clarification such as:
necessity of Buddhist revival movement in Vietnam, basic contents
of Buddhist revival movement in the Middle, its characteristics,
features and roles... Through approaching and studying Buddhist
revival movement in the Middle, the aforementioned problems will
be elucidated.
1.2. Research situation
1.2.1. In Vietnam

The topic of ameliorating Buddhism in Central Vietnam has
been mentioned in many pieces of research such as: Thich Thien Hoa
(1970), 50 years of Vietnamese Buddhism amelioration (volume 1),
published by Vietnamese Unified Buddhist Congregation and
Institute for Dharma Propagation, Sai Gon; Nguyen Lang (1985),
Vietnamese Buddhism historical treatises, volume 3, La Boi
Publisher, Paris; Nguyen Dai Dong & Nguyen Thi Minh (2008),
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Buddhist Revival Movement (Vietnamese press documentation from
1927 - 1938), Religion Publisher, Ha Noi; Nguyen Quoc Tuan
(2012), Characteristics and roles of Vietnamese Buddhism in the 20"
century, Encyclopedia Publisher, Ha Noi; Le Tam Dac (2012),
Buddhist revival movement in North Vietnam (1924 - 1954), National
Politics Publisher, Ha Noi...
1.2.2. In the world

Buddhist revival movement in the Middle has been
investigated and reflected by foreign scholars. This is evident in
some pieces of research work like: Elise A. Devido (2005), The
Buddhist revival in Vietnam 1920 to 1951, and its legacy, in
Modernity and Re-enchantment religion in Post - revolutionary
Vietnam, Indochina Unit, No. 24; Nguyen Thi Minh (2007),
Buddhist monastic education and regional revival movements in
early 20 century Vietnam, The University of Wisconsin, Madison,
USA...
1.3. Some problems that need further investigation

The first problem is clarifying historical contexts leading to the
formation of Buddhist revival movement in the Middle.

Secondly, elucidating the developments of Buddhist revival
movement in the Middle is also worth investigating.

Thirdly, the basic contents of Buddhist revival movement in
the Middle need to be analyzed and clarified.

The fourth problem is to identify the characteristics, features
and roles of Buddhist revival movement in the Middle.

Chapter 2
FORMATION PROCESS OF BUDDHIST REVIAL
MOVEMENT IN THE MIDDLE

2.1. Factors influencing the formation of Buddhist Revival
Movement in the Middle
2.1.1. Global and regional situations in the early 20" century

In international respect, the colony invasion process of Eastern
capitalist countries and especially East-West cultural exchange and
acculturation occurring in the last decades of the 19" century and the



early 20™ century lead to lots of changes in social life of Asian
nations... Regionally, the victory of Xinhai Revolution in China
(1911) and particularly Eastern bourgeois democratic thoughts in
innovative texts spreading from China to Vietnam left significant
influences on patriotic struggle movements as well as spiritual life in
Vietnam. It was on that point that, in order to well respond to general
changing tendencies of the nation and contemporary age, the
reformative demand towards Buddhism arose
2.1.2. Buddhist Revival Movement in Asian countries

From the late 19™ century on, Buddhist revival movements
took place in many Asian countries such as: Sri Lanka, China, India,
Japan... The renovation of Buddhism in these countries had
considerable impacts on the formation of Buddhist revival movement
in Vietnam.
2.1.3. Changes in political, economic, cultural and social
situations in Vietnam in the first decades of the 20™ century

In political respect, the French colonialists’ policy of divide
and rule did deeply affect the contemporary situations of Vietnamese
Buddhism. Therefore, a renovation needed to be made so that
Buddhism in all three regions (the North, the Middle and the South
Vietnam) can become united. In terms of economy, as a religion
conformable to agricultural societies like Vietnam, Buddhism also
experienced strong impacts of changes in economic life. Regarding
culture, French colonialism’s policy of eradicating Vietnamese
traditional culture inhibited and weakened Buddhism since it is one
of the core factors forming the national culture throughout the flow
of history...
2.1.4. Demand of national liberation

After the 20™ century came, Vietnamese history was put in front
of a challenge which urgently required a new way of national salvation
with the associative use of both national liberation struggle and
national innovation. In order to complete the mission entrusted by
national history, intellectuals, in the process of campaigning the
masses for national liberation struggle, have found new voices and
modes of action in innovative texts. It was this renovation in thoughts
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and salvation ways which helped numerous Confucianist intellectuals
acknowledge national inner factors and as a result came out and
campaigned for Buddhist revival and renovation.
2.1.5. Innovative demand of Vietnamese Buddhism

In the early 20" century, Buddhism in Vietnam exposed
weakening in many aspects. In such context, Buddhist clergy and
Buddhists with great enthusiasm for the existence of Buddhism
together with intellectuals and Buddhism admires came out to
campaign for Buddhist renovation.
2.1.6. Inner origins of Buddhist revival movement in the Middle

The inner roots of Buddhist revival movement in the Middle
were nothing more than the general causes of the entire country. It
was the moral downgrade of some parts of Sangha, the fall of lots of
Buddhist clergy and Buddhists due to impacts from the transitional
period between the new culture and the old one... Thus, Buddhist
innovation was not only an urgent demand towards the existence of
this religion but it also contributed to the conservation and promotion
of national cultural values before the obstruction of Eastern culture.
2.2. Formation process of Buddhist revival movement in the
Middle
2.2.1. Some overall traits of the formation of Buddhist revival
movement in Vietnam

From 1923, Khanh Hoa Zen master came out and campaigned
Buddhist clergy and Buddhists along with meritorious Buddhist lay
practitioners for Buddhist revival. Nonetheless, it was not until the
26" of August in 1931 did Khrautheimer, the contemporary
Governor in South Vietnam approve Decree No. 2062 authorizing
the establishment of Southern Buddhist Study Association, which
formally began Buddhist revival movement in Vietnam. After that,
other groups such as: Luong Xuyen Buddhist Studies Association in
the South, Annam Buddhist Studies Association in the Middle,
Northern Buddhist Association in the North ... were also founded.
2.2.2. Development of Buddhist revival movement in the Middle

On September 17, 1932, by means of Decree No. 2691 of
French Resident Superior in Central Vietnam, Group for Buddhist



doctrine Research and Practice was founded in Hue, officially
marking the start of Buddhist revival movement in the Middle.
Beside extending the organizational system, the Management
Committee of Group for Buddhist doctrine Research and Practice
permitted of the foundation of Buddhist schools in Van Phuoc
pagoda (1933), Truc Lam pagoda (1934), Tay Thien Buddhist
monastery (1935),... to serve Buddhist clergy training activities; built
Buddhist associations of numerous levels like “Buddhist Groups for
young children” (1935), Buddhist Youth Commission for Moral
Education (1940), Families of Buddhist Reformers (1943)....;
regulated monks and nuns’ ways of Buddhist practice and living...
Until 1951, with the development of the revival movement in the
whole country, Buddhism in the Middle together with Buddhism in
the North and the South unanimously agreed to set up Vietnamese
Buddhist Congregation.

Chapter 3
CONTENTS OF BUDDHIST REVIVAL MOVEMENT IN THE
MIDDLE

3.1. Organizational system build
3.1.1. Buddhist Studies Anham Group

On September 17", 1932, French colonial authority permitted
of the foundation of the Buddhist Studies research and practice
Group. On July 15", 1938, Graffeuil, the French Resident Superior
approved Decree No. 2159 on changing the name of the Group to
Buddhist Studies research and practice Group in Annam, or Annam
Buddhist Studies Association for short... Until 1940, Annam
Buddhist Studies Association developed its organizational system to
all provinces and cities in Central Vietnam.
3.1.2. Buddhist Studies Association in Da Nang city

Pursuant to Decree No. 1057, on the 14™ of May, 1935,
Buddhist Studies Association in Da Nang city was established with
the head office locating at Pho Thien pagoda, on Marc Pourpe street
(Phan Chau Trinh street, Da Nang city at present)...
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3.1.3. Vietnam Buddbhist Studies Association

On December 21%, 1945, on the occasion of the 13" National
Congress of the Middle, Buddhist clergy and Buddhists were
unanimous in changing the name “Annam Buddhist Studies
Association” to “Vietnam Buddhist Studies Association”. The
regulations and rules of the Association were approved by the
Government of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam on June 23",
1946.
3.2. Training activities for Buddhist clergy
3.2.1. Formation of Buddhist school system

In 1933, Giac Tien superior monk together with his disciple
named Mat Khe opened a primary class of 50 Buddhist monks who
had not upheld “The Ten Precepts” yet at Van Phuoc pagoda (Hue).
The second class opened thanks to the campaign of Giac Tien
superior monk and Mat Khe was Annam Buddhist School at Truc
Lam pagoda (Hue) in 1934. On December 16 1935, Annam
Buddhist Studies Association approved the foundation and opening
of Tay Thien Buddhist School with 3 levels including primary,
secondary and higher education...
3.2.2. Training program

Beside the construction of Buddhist schools, Annam Buddhist
Studies Association also got the training program framework
constructed and completed. The first program was formed in 1934
with 2 academic levels including primary education and higher
education and one additional reference class. The next one showed
up in 1938, with 3 levels including primary, secondary and higher
education...
3.3. Formation of Youth organizations of different levels
3.3.1. Buddhist Groups for young children

In 1935, Buddhist Groups for young children were founded.
The organizational structure of each Group includes Boards of
directors in Province Assemblies, Board of managers in Branch
Assemblies and Buddhist young children in Commune Assemblies.
The aim of the Buddhist Groups for young children, as determined
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by Annam Buddhist Studies Association, is to help the kids “become
true Buddhists”...
3.3.2. Buddhist Youth Commission for Moral Education

In 1940, a youth group of about 12 people originating from
traditional Buddhist families joined hands to set up the “Buddhist
Youth Commission for Moral Education”. The structure of the
Commission consists of: advisor, leader, vice-leader, secretary and
members...
3.3.3. Family of Buddhist Reformers

On April 30" 1943, it was on Quang Te hill that Buddhist
Youth Conference happened. At the conference, “Buddhist Groups
for young children” and Buddhist Youth Commission for Moral
Education were unified into the Family of Buddhist Reformers...
3.3.4. Vietnamese Buddhist Family

From 24/3 to 26/3/1951, the National Conference for the
Leaders of Families of Buddhist Reformers was held at Tu Bam
pagoda (Hue), with the participation of representatives from many
provinces and cities all over the nation. With the unanimity of
participated representatives, Families of Buddhist Reformers in the
whole country were united into the Vietnamese Buddhist Family...
3.4. Modification of Sangha Buddhist practice method and
manner of living
3.4.1. ldentification of Sangha roles, positions and responsibility

Acknowledging the significant roles and positions of Sangha,
the Management Committee of Annam Buddhist Studies
Association, as a result, always paid much attention to this
community during the Buddhist revival movement. The important
points are preserving and improving the morals of Buddhist clergy,
classifying Sangha into different groups in order to appropriately
apply practice regulations to suitable subjects...
3.4.2. Building Buddhist practice methods and dharma methods

Regarding practice method: beginners should practice in quiet
places first then gradually move to noisier places. In terms of dharma
methods, in the period of Buddhist revival, two methods that
received much avocation from most Buddhist clergy and Buddhists
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are Pure Land Buddhism and “Common method”. About living ways
of monks and nuns, the Six Principles of Harmony must be
followed...
3.4.3. Promulgating rules on practice ways and living manners of
monks and nuns

In order to help Buddhist clergy keep commandments and
virtues, the Management Committee of Annam Buddhist Studies
Association made a draft of living regulations including 4 points and
created a program of activities to monitor how monks and nuns
execute precepts...
3.5. Renovation in Buddhist worship, making offerings and festivals
3.5.1. Worship and making offerings

In 1934, after a survey of some pagodas in Hue city (Bao
Quoc, Truc Lam, Tay Thien...), the Management Committee of
Annam Buddhist Studies Association did realized inappropriate
points in the ways of worship and arranging things in pagodas. Thus,
the Committee put forward the intention of renovating worship and
offering making so that they are conformable to Buddhist point of
view. In 1940, on behalf of Annam Buddhist Studies Association,
Nguyen Dinh Hoe, the head of the association promulgated “Dinh”
No. 18 prescribing ways of worship and Buddhist chanting in
pagodas. Until 1951, Vietham Buddhist Studies Association made an
additional change in Buddhist worship. It was only one statue, either
of Sakyamuni Buddha or Amitabha Buddha that should be
worshiped. The reason was that all Buddha are equal. Therefore,
worshipping one Buddha means doing the same with all other
Buddhas...
3.5.2. Festivals

Together with worship and making offerings in pagodas, lots
of traditional Buddhist festivals such as Celebration of Gwan Yin
Bodhisattva’s Enlightenment (19/6 of lunar calendar), Ullambana
Festival (14-15/7 of lunar calendar), Vassa,... were considerately
held each year by the Management Committee of Annam Buddhist
Studies Association. Among of them, the success of Buddha’s
Birthday Celebration held in Hue in 1935 was significantly
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remarkable.
3.6. Publishing newspaper and translating Buddhist sutras and
texts
3.6.1. Publishing newspaper

During the period of revival, the Buddhist newspapers born in
the Middle were: Vien Am monthly magazine (30/5/1933), Tam Bao
journal (15/1/1937), Giai Thoat newspaper (24/5/1946), Giac Ngo
newspaper (8/4/1949)...
3.6.2. Vietnamizing and publishing Buddhist sutras and texts

In 1939, the Zen master Mat The translated Buddhism in
summary by a lay Buddhist named Huynh Sy Phuc (China). Then
other pieces of work were created, such as: The Heart Sutra
Annotations of translator Tri Do; Mahayana Sraddhotpada Sastra of
translator Tri Quang, 12 Principles of Buddhism of Hung Khanh,
Upasaka-sila Sutra of upasaka Tam Minh Le Dinh Tham...
3.7. Discussing issues of Buddhology and Laukika studies

From the early 20" century, the scientific-technical
development along with East-West cultural exchange provided
favorable conditions for many debates on Buddhist thoughts.
Buddhist clergy and Buddhists and intellectuals have put forward
different opinions and angles for discussion such as:“Do immortal
souls exist?”; “Is Western Paradise a real thing?”...

Chapter 4
CHARACTERISTICS, FEATURES AND ROLES
OF BUDDHIST REVIVAL MOVEMENT IN THE MIDDLE

4.1. Characteristics
4.1.1. National characteristic
First, the movement contributed a lot to strengthening the
great national unity in the face of French colonial dominance.
Second, it helped with raising awareness of responsibility of
Buddhist clergy and Buddhists before historical demands of the
nation.
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Third, the movement also preserved and promoted positive of
the religion, which inherently had a tradition to keep close bond with
national history.

Fourth, it had a part in generalizing and enriching the national
scrip treasure of Vietnamese people.

4.1.2. Democratic characteristic

Firstly, democracy characteristic is expressed in activities of
Buddhist revival movement.

Secondly, democracy is associated with the independence and
freedom of the nation.

4.1.3. International characteristic

The international characteristic of Buddhist revival movement
in the Middle is reflected in various aspects such as: building Buddhist
relationship with neighboring countries, sending monks and nuns to
study abroad, attending International Buddhist Conference in Colombo
(Sri Lanka) from 26/5 to 7/6/1950 and completing the mission of
unifying Buddhism all over the country and therefrom uniting
Buddhism in the whole world...

4.2. Features
4.2.1. Diversity, abundance in forms and contents of activities

In content respect, the movement developed with many
different contents like constructing organizational system, training
Buddhist clergy, publishing newspapers... In terms of form, Buddhist
revival movement in the Middle skillfully made use of public, legal
operating forms in order to get the best achievements. Regarding
scale, the movement lasted in nearly 20 years (1932 -1951) not
including its preparation process and spreading power. Taking about
the forces, besides Buddhist clergy and Buddhists, the movement
also attracted other social forces such as Confucian intellectuals,
Western Studies scholars, petit bourgeois....

4.2.2. Considerateness in innovative contents

Firstly, regarding organizational aspect, this is the first time
Buddhism in the Middle has been run under only one unified
organization named Annam Buddhist Studies Association...
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Secondly, the feature was reflected in terms of education and
training. The foundation of Buddhist revival movement in the
Middle, with special attention to changing levels of awareness and
mentality of Buddhist clergy and Buddhists through built training
programs, step by step solved the problem of illiteracy. Also, the
classification of academic levels into primary, secondary and higher
education with an appropriate number of regulated credits as well as
the appearance of Buddhist schools with methodical training ways
did facilitate monks and nuns of different ages to study...

Thirdly, we can see such considerateness in the dharma methods
and living manners of Sangha. Acknowledging the fact that Sangha
plays a very important role in either the success or failure of the
movement, the Management Committee of Annam Buddhist Studies
Association actively suggested lots of solutions in order to make suitable
modifications in such issues...

Fourth, ceremonies and worship methods of Annam Buddhist
Studies Association in this period also experienced significant
changes in a modernized way...

4.2.3. Associating Buddhist renovation with the resistance war
and national construction

The Buddhist revival movement in the Middle received deep
influences from the domination policies of French colonialism as
well as the national resistance war against intruders. Thence,
innovating Buddhism and serving the resistance at the same time was
not only an outstanding and enduring feature but a necessary demand
as well...

4.2.4. Showing both common and different points in comparison with
the movement in the North and the South

The first thing in common is that the formation of each
Buddhist revival movement was for solving the weakening of
Buddhism. This is the lasting joint feature of three regional
movements during the revival period. The next point is the
appearance of organizational models as the movement soul and the
establishment of newspapers as the movement organ... In addition to
aforementioned things in common, Buddhist revival movement in
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the Middle also owned unique features compared with that in the
North and the South. This was clearly presented in the construction
of the organizational models of the Buddhist Church, training
activities for monks and nuns, development of Commune
Assemblies, Buddhist temples for worship (Niem Phat Duong), the
build of Buddhist youth association of different levels....

4.3. Roles

4.3.1. Towards Vietnams Buddhism

First, the movement contributed to resolving the weakening of
Vietnamese Buddhism.

Second, it extensively popularized Buddhism into Vietnamese
social life.

Third, it built a foundation for the development of Vietnamese
Buddhism in next periods.

4.3.2. Towards Vietnamese culture

Firstly, the movement contributed to reducing superstition,
directed people to positive cultural values in life.

Secondly, the revival created cultural exchange between
regions, between Vietnamese Buddhist cultures with Buddhist
cultures in other countries.

Thirdly, it also preserved and promoted Buddhist culture — a
valuable culture sticking with national history for so long.

Fourthly, the movement met the cultural construction and
development demands of the national liberation revolutionary career.
4.3.3. Towards the national liberation career

Along with Buddhist revival movement, Buddhist clergy and
Buddhists in the Middle also actively took part in the struggle career
against French colonial dominance. Specifically, in revolutionary
movements in the period 1936 - 1939, Buddhism in the Middle
contributed to the struggle for civil and democratic rights with
enthusiasm. When Vietnamese August Revolution emerged, Buddhist
clergy and Buddhists in the Middle joined hands to fight for national
liberation career. Associations of Sangha national salvation and
Buddhist national salvation were established in many provinces and
cities in the Middle...
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CONCLUSION

Firstly, the Buddhist revival movement in the Middle in the
period 1932 - 1951, contributed to the creation of the momentous
turning-point for the development of Vietnamese Buddhism.
Therefore, thanks to this renovation movement, Buddhism in the
Middle has received almost comprehensive innovation in a lot of
areas. Among of them, the most significant one should be the
establishment of an organizational model for the Buddhist Church as
foundation for Buddhist innovative activities in almost all provinces
and cities in the Middle. Together with the appearance of the Model,
the movement lead to many other positive changes such as the
formation of leading apparatus (the Management Committee,
Proving Committee) and management mechanism from central
government level to local level; communal Buddhist living manners
at Buddhist temples for worship, Commune Assemblies; the
foundation of many Buddhist schools, Buddhist Studies Academies
with academic levels ranging from primary, secondary to higher
education; the quality verification of training programs by an
Acharya Board and evaluation of education levels of monks and nuns
by examinations; the establishment of Buddhist youth associations of
different levels and then extracurricular activities, courses of living
skill training for Buddhist clergy and Buddhists; the first ever
appearance of Buddhist newspapers as the organ of Buddhist Church
organizational models; the emergence and increasing popularity of
the system of Buddhist sutras and texts in Vietnamese scrip; the
maximum reduction of worship ceremonies; the appearance of new
festivals in Buddhist life...

With the aforementioned modifications, Buddhist revival
movement in the Middle can be regarded as a revolution on
Buddhism.

Secondly, Buddhist revival movement in the Middle is
significantly meaningful to Vietnamese Buddhism and society.

Towards Buddhism, innovation was at once for remedying the
limitations that the religious faced and integrating, complementing
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new progressive factors in the process of East-West cultural,
civilization exchange and acculturation. Amelioration was the key
for Vietnamese Buddhism to catch up with the developing course of
the nation and age and assert its preeminent values. Buddhist
innovation created the premise for, after the country was united later,
the foundation of the Vietnamese Unified Buddhist Church (1981)
thanks to the unanimity Buddhist clergy and Buddhists all over the
country; Buddhist renovation was also for proving the spirit
“conformable to Buddhist principles and real circumstances” (Khe
ly, khe co) of Buddhism and the enduring bond of the religion with
Vietnamese people throughout the flow of history...

To the society, Buddhist revival was the preparation step for
Vietnamese Buddhism, with the role of “national protection and
people reassurance”, to be through two resistance wars against
French colonialism and American empire in accompany with the
nation. The movement was also the important means to lead
Buddhism back to its traditions, roles and position in Vietnamese
society. The Buddhist reform was the connecting rope that would
strengthen the bond between the legion and nation and the
relationship between Buddhist clergy and Buddhists and the masses.
Buddhist amelioration was also a contribution to preserving and
respecting Vietnamese national cultural characters...

Thirdly, with the content and forms presented Buddhist revival
movement in the Middle made numerous significant achievements
whose values are untouched until now.

One of those achievements is the birth of Annam Buddhist
Studies Association, a beginning organizational model for the
Buddhist Church, which was used as the foundation for constructing
an organizational system of Vietnamese Buddhist Congregation
(1951) as well as of Vietnamese Unified Buddhist Church (1981).
Even though at present Vietnamese Unified Buddhist Church has
extended and specialized its organizational structure, it still keeps
certain values of Annam Buddhist Studies Association organizational
methods. They are the Management Committee, the Proving
Committee, Consultation Committee, Committee of Education,
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Committee of Ceremonies, and Finance Committee... at Central
Government level. At local level, there are Province Assemblies,
District Assemblies, Branch Assemblies, Commune Assemblies and
Village Assemblies. This organizational mechanism not only ensures
the tight, stability and unity of Vietnamese Unified Buddhist
Church’s operating process through periods but also helps the
religion to get closer to the life of the masses.

The next accomplishment is the foundation of Vietnamese
Buddhist Family in 1951. This organizational model has not only
attracted the interest and participation of domestic Buddhists but
been multiplied in numerous European countries like: America,
Australia, England, France... As time goes by, Vietnamese Buddhist
Families has always attempted to do their best in their roles and
positions for the success and prosperity of Vietnamese Unified
Buddhist Church as well as the national construction career. To
2014, there were 32 provinces and cities in Vietham with
Vietnamese Buddhist Families operating within the legal scope of
Vietnamese Unified Buddhist Church. In Central Vietnam currently
there are about 406 Vietnamese Buddhist Families. Among of them,
Quang Tri has 160 Vietnamese Buddhist Families, Thua Thien Hue
has 28 Families, Da Nang 10, Quang Nam 32, Quang Ngai 3, Binh
Pinh 27, Phu Yen 1, Khanh Hoa 63, Ninh Thuan 23, Binh Thuan 34,
Lam Dong 25...

Beside contributions regarding organizational system,
Buddhist Revival Movement in the Middle also had a part in training
many pillars of Vietnamese Buddhism, providing them with
knowledge and experience to take part in Buddhist activities and
world affair activities of Central Government level as well as in
many places all over the nation such as: Thich Tinh Khiet, Thich Tri
Thu, Thich Minh Chau, Thich Thien Sieu, Thich Tri Quang, Thich
Tri Tinh, Thich Nhat Hanh... Also, thanks to influences from
Buddhist revival movement in the Middle, the Vietnamese Buddhist
education system has ceaselessly been strengthened and extended in
terms of scope as well as training quality. The achievement is
presented in the formation of Buddhist Studies academies, Buddhist
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universities, vocational schools, community colleges since the
second half of the 20" century such as: Hai Duc Nha Trang, Quang
Huong Gia Lam, Van Hanh, Vietnamese Buddhist Academy in Ha
Noi, Hue, Sai Gon...

Last but not least, the achievements of Buddhist revival
movement in the Middle are the basis to draw out some precious
experiential lessons for the constructions and development of
Buddhism in the current period.

Firstly, Vietnamese Buddhism in general and Buddhism in the
Middle in particular always need to make modifications and
improvements so as to keep up with the developmental trends of the
nation and age. It is because the life of Buddhist clergy and Buddhists
at present also received many impacts from the current context. Beside
the flourish of science and technology along with considerable
progress in every areas made by human being, Buddhism in particular
and man in general encounter fearful dangers and challenges. They are
the gaps between the rich and the poor; the fall of ethic, morality, and
living style; the emergence of social evils accompanied by mal du
siécle; the instability originated from the confrontation between
nations or regions in the world... As a result, Vietnamese Buddhism
needs to follow the spirit “conformable to Buddhist principles and
real circumstances” as well as integrate into the developmental trend
of the age so as not to fall behind. On the other hand, integration into
the developmental of the current age is necessary for Vietnamese
Buddhism to show its roles and position in constructing a world of
peace and laughter. However, it is also in this process that appropriate
steps and specific solutions to resist the temptation of market
mechanism and preserve the solemnity of Buddhism.

Secondly, the education and training of monks and nuns
should be promoted and appreciated since “Sangha is the incarnation
of Buddhist supreme spirit. While there’s Sangha there’s Buddhism.
If Sangha falls into decadence, Buddhism will be defeated and wiped
out”. Thus, innovation in training needs to be made actively as
Buddhist clergy is at once the pillar and the spiritual teacher of
Buddhists. The current education as well as that in the future needs
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to pay permanent attention to the virtues, piousness and quality of
monks and nuns. The Church needs to focus on studying and
unifying teaching programs at Buddhist vocational schools,
community colleges and academies currently. It is necessary to form
and construct specialties and majors in order to create better
conditions for Buddhist clergy and Buddhists to get deeper access to
tenets as well as knowledge of science and technology, natural
sciences and social sciences. Only by this way can Baddish
education train monks and nuns and Buddhists with good ability to
interpret tenets and to apply those principles into real life.

Additionally, in the process of Dharma research, consultation,
compilation and popularization it is important to create a bridge
between Buddhist philosophies and professional knowledge of
imperative problems of life. The Church should step up the mission
to Vietnamize Buddhist sutras and texts so that people who care can
get access to Buddhism more easily. Vietnamese Unified Buddhist
Church needs a correct orientation, multiplies Centers for Dharma
practice and creates favorable environments for Buddhist activities
so that everyone coming to Buddhism can get spiritual experiences
and obtain peace of mind. This is how Buddhism can meet the
spiritual demands in the new age.

Thirdly, the Church needs to firmly consolidate the
organizational system to create consistency in operating model and
methods. To do this, things to be done including: significantly
bringing into play the roles, missions and religious power of the
Central Buddhist Church; consolidating the operating lines of
Vietnamese Unified Buddhist Church in each period and time; firmly
preserving the friendly relationship between Central Buddhist
Church and local institutes, between institutes, Dharma schools as
well as between Buddhism and other religions; selectively acquiring
influences from the current world; avoiding negative circumstances
such as running after “market-commercialized” in Buddhism,
separations between Dharma schools, between Vietnamese
Buddhism and international Buddhism; promoting sense of self-
awareness in Dharma practice, research, learning and life manner
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construction of each monk, nun and Buddhist; well perform the roles
and functions of Vietnamese Buddhism towards international
Buddhism and of Vietnamese Buddhism towards the Millennium
Goals of United Nations. This will help Vietnamese Buddhism to
prove its roles and position before new demands of present context
as well as make contribution to each step of human history.
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