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Mot chit lich sit

Ctt nhu dinh nghia ctia ngudi Nhat thi vii khi ma chiing ta goi 1a ki€m Nhat dudc goi duéi cdi tén
katana tic 1a dao (7)) theo chit Han nhung thuding dugc hi€u la trudng ki€m (long sword). Ngoai
katana, ngudi Nhat cling con tachi (dai dao - K JJ) ciing 12 mdt loai ki€m dai, wakizashi (hiép sai -
#72) 1a mot loai dodn ki€m, aikuchi (chiy thi - & &) va tanto (dodn dao - £5 JJ) 12 nhitng loai ki€m
ngin giéng nhu dao gam.

Ngudi Nhit dd c6 mot truyén thong rén ki€m lau ddi. Ki€m, Ngoc va Guong 1a ba bdo vat truyén
qudc, dudc coi nhu biéu chuong ciia hoang gia (imperial regalia), d€ tai dén & Ise gan hoing cung cii
& cyu @6 Nara ciing 12 nhitng linh vat trong Than Pao (Shinto).

Ngay tir thoi dai Kofun va Nara (300-794) dau Cong Nguyén, nudc Nhit da sit dung ki€m. Nhitng di
vat dao dugc cho ta thdy thdi ky nay cdc ky si dd mic gidp va deo guom hay dao ngdn. Nhiéu dén dai
nhu Todaiji hay Kurama con giit nhitng vii khi cach ddy mudi may thé€ ky, hdi d6 1udi ki€m thing va
dai chirng 80 cm theo miu muc cda Trung Hoa va Tri€u Tién. Pé&n thé ky thit 8, diu thé ky thit 9
ngudi Nhat bit dau dic ki€m c6 hinh cong & gan cdn rdi din dan cong hoan toan.

Thdi k¥ nay, ciing nhu nhiéu dan toc khic § A Pong, ngudi Nhat chiu anh hudng manh cia vin hod
Trung Hoa, kinh d6 Nara ciing dudc xay dung theo khuén miu ctia nha Pudng. Kinh t&€ phon thinh
nén giao thuong ting trudng manh mé&, hang nim ngudi Nhat phdi nhip cdng mot s& lugng 16n céc
loai hang xa xi tif luc dia. Ngudi ta con tim thdy mot s& ki€m do Trung Hoa ché€ tao hién giit trong cdc
dén dai bén canh nhitng vii khi ché tao tai Nhat. Nghién cttu vé cdc di vat, cdc chuyén gia cho riing
thdi ky d6, k§ thuat rén va mai ki€m ctia ngudi Nhat dd 1én dén mot trinh dd kha cao. Cudi thoi ky
nay, ngudi Nhat thién do tir Nara ra Kyoto.

Thdoi dai Heian sau d6 (794-1185), nuéc Nhat buée vao mot thoi ky van hoa kha ryc rd. Pan ba dé téc
dai, nhudém ring va mic 4o nhiéu 16p. Nghé thuat thu phdp phat trién va thdi ky nay con d€ lai nhiéu
tac phdm vin chuong. Ngudi Nhat ciing din din thodt ra khéi 4nh hudng ctia Trung Hoa, ki€n tao mot
x4 hdi nhiéu giai cap trong dé gidi hiép si (samurai), gidi ting binh (warrior monks) trd thanh nhitng
lyc lugng quan trong dudgc triéu dinh thué mudn d€ bao vé lanh ths. Thanh ki€m khdng con 1a mot vo
khi ma da trd thainh mot tic phdm, vira thanh td vira my thuit. Sdch v4 con ghi chép 13 mudn mai mot
thanh ki€m phai mit nhiéu ngdy di bi€t ngudi Nhat thdi d6 da nghién citu kha k§ cang vé cich lam
sao c6 mdt vii khi tot.

Ngudi ta cling bit dau khic tén va noi ché tao trén chudi ki€m, hiép si cling mang theo nhitng thanh
ki€m ngin hon dé thay d6i. Ngoai ki€m nhiéu loai chién cu khéc ciing phat trién dié€n hinh 13 cung
tén, gidp tru va nghé thuat binh bi ciing dat mot tAm véc mdi. Ciing tr thdi ky nay, ngudi Nhat tim ra
céch dic ki€m nhiéu 16p, nhi€u phan nhu ta thdy ngay nay, tao dugc nhitng van thé (jihada) khic la
dudc goi dudi nhitng tén nhu itame, masame, mokume, ayasugi. Nhitng vin d6 c6 khi gidng nhu mit
g0 nhung ciing c6 khi udn lugn nhu 1an séng. Thanh ki€m khong con 1a mot vii khi ma da thanh mot
tac phAim my thuat, va d€ dat d€n cao di€m ctia my thuat thi nganh dic ki€m phdi 6n c6 — ngudi 1am
nghé rén ki€m phai c6 dd khich d€ séng dudc - nhung ddng thdi lai phdi c6 nhu ciu - nghia 13 dat
nuéc phdi loan ly - d€ thic ddy phdt trién ky thuat va sdng tao. Thdi ky dé c6 ca hai tiéu chudn vi
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trong lién ti€p 500 nim, nuSc Nhit danh véi thd dan phuong Bic (ngudi Ainu), sau d6 ho danh l1in
nhau d€ gianh quyén b4 chil.

Thai ky Kamakura (1185-1392) khdi dau khi Hojo Yoshitoki 1én 1am shogun (tuéng quan - #% ) nim
1185. Vua Gotobain bi ddnh bai phdi luu vong noi ddo Oki ding sudt quing ddi con lai (20 nim)
nghién cttu cich dic ki€m. Nhitng thanh ki€m do chinh tay dng rén c6 déng ddu hinh hoa ciic 1 biéu
hiéu clia hoang gia va ai dugc ban ting loai ki€m nay (kiku gosaku) déu coi 12 mot vinh dy. Ciing tir
ndi diy nhiéu trudng phdi dic ki€m ti€ng tim con ton tai d&€n ngay nay, trong d6 c¢é ca nhitng cao thi
vé nghé mai ki€m.

DPén thé ky thit 13, sau khi chinh phuc duge Trung Hoa, ngudi Mong C6 dem mot ham ddi gdm 900
chi€n thuyén tan cong Nhat Bdn. Vii khi ngin cla ngudi Nhit bi cung tén clia ddi phuong 4p ddo,
quan Nguyén bin nhu mua, ti€n thodi theo nhip trong va 1am cho ky binh ctia Nhat kinh hodng. Ki€m
Nhat tuy sic nhung khong hiéu qua vi dich diing gido dai va khong thé dim thiing dugc 4o gidp cla
ho 1am biing da thudc. Ngudi Nhat chi thoit hiém khi mot tran gidng bio bat ngd khi€n quan Mong
C6 bi thiét hai ning né phai rit lui.

B3y nim sau, nha Nguyén lai dem 14 van quin sang nhung I1in nay bi cdc hiép si dudi sy lanh dao
ctia Hojo Tokimune chdng trd manh liét. Va la lung thay, lai mdt con bdo khiac ddnh chim ham doi
Mong C6 nén ngudi Nhat cho ring ho dugc thin linh phi trg va goi 12 Shimpu hay Kamikazé (thin
phong). Sudt may chuc nim sau d6, ho van ndm ndép s¢ bi tdn cong va tdm 1y sdn sang dd 4nh hudng
dén su phat trién ky thuat rén ki€m ciing nhu chién diu.

Ngudi Nhat chuyén sang st dung vii khi dai, tuong tw nhu dai dao goi 1 naginata (trudng dao - = JJ)
va dung bd binh thay vi ky mi. C4c thg rén cdc noi kéo vé Kamakura thudc tinh Soshu va tim ra dugc
cach pha tron thép mém véi thép cting dé€ 1am 1udi ki€m, vin sic bén ma lai it bi mé. Ho ciing tiéu
chuin ho4 chiéu dai va cai thién miii ki€m d€ khi ki€m bi giy vin c6 th€ mai va dung ti€p. Trudc kia
ki€m Nhat chi u6n cong ndi gin cén nay tir tif cong déu va ciing thudn din ra t6i tin miii. Ngudi Nhat
ciing ché tao loai gidp tru nhe hon dé bo binh dé di dong, d& phan tdn dong thdi nghién citu cach ding
ki€m ddnh x4p 14 ca thay vi ding cung bin tir xa.

Thdi dai Kamakura (1192-1333), nu§c Nhat c6 hai ngudi
thg rén ki€m ndi danh tén 12 Masamune va Muramasa.

Goro Masamune cho dén nay vin dugc coi 1a ngudi “tien
vo ¢é nhdn, hdu vé lai gia” trong nghé dic ki€m. Ciing nhu
nhitng chi ki€m su trong truyén Tau thdi cd, trude khi rén
mdt thanh ki€m, bao gid dng ciing trai gidi, cau xin than
linh phit ho va sau d6 mic 1& phuc d€ 1am viéc. Ngudi ta
néi ring 6ng rén ki€m khong con 1a mot cong viéc ma 1a
mdt nghi 1&, than tAm hop nhit va tp trung toan bo tinh
than t khi bit dau cho t6i khi hoan tat.

Muramasa ciing ¢6 tai nhu Masamune nhung ki€m dng rén
lai dudc ngudi ddi coi nhu mot vat bat twdng, mot loai vii
khi khat mau mic du cé thé chit dit mot chi€c mii sit nhu
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ngudi ta bd mot qua dua. Nhiéu ngudi c6 thanh bio ki€m trong tay lai khong sao ditt dudc cdi nghiép
sat nhan d€ rdi trd nén dién loan, giét ngudi khdng gém tay rdi cudi ciing phdi ty chon cdi chét cho
chinh minh.

Mot huyén thoai vin dugc k€ vé cdc luGi ki€m clia hai danh thd nay. Mu6n biét ki€m clia hai ngudi
kh4c nhau ra sao, ngudi ta chi cAn d€ hai thanh ki€m d6 xuéng mot dong nue chdy. La khod xudi dong
khi gip ki€m clia Masamune s& tu dong tranh ra, trdi lai khi gdp ki€m ctia Muramasa sé& bi hit vao va
citra lam doi.

Thai ky k€ ti€p nu6c Nhat chia thanh hai goi 12 Nam Bic triéu (Northern and Southern Courts) 1333-
1393, hai bén nam bic d4nh 1an nhau gidng nhu thdi Trinh — Nguyén phan tranh cla ta. Thdi ky nay
ddnh diu cao di€ém cda thuit dic ki€m Soshu vd mudi dé tif clia Masamune ndi tiéng hon ci. Ludi
ki€m bay gid dai d&€n 1 mét goi 1a tachi va ki€m dic cho dén dai c6 khi con dai hon. Ki€m dai ¢6 1gi
th€ cho ngudi di bd va chién diu trong dém t8i nén thudng deo sau lung va rit ngude 1én qua vai.
Sang thdi ky Muromachi (1392-1477), nu6c Nhat tdi thong nhat va triéu dai Ashikaga lai m§ clra giao
thuong v6i nha Minh ctia Trung Hoa va nghé thuit giao Ivu qua lai giita hai nuGc. Tra dao, thuit cim
hoa, vudn canh va Phat hoc phat trién, cdc hiép si ai ai cling nghién cttu vé Thién. Nghé thuit danh
ki€m hay Ki€m dao (Kendo) chinh 12 mot dang tu tAp va muc tiéu t6i hiu clia ngudi vo si khong phai
12 dé thing ddi phuong ma 14 ty thing minh, c6 nghia 1a ngd dao.

Thé& nhung dén cudi ddi Muromachi, nuéc Nhat lai dim chim trong binh Iira kéo dai cd trim nim goi
12 Sengoku Jidai (Chién Quéc thoi dai - 8% IK:4%), chinh quyén trung vong khong con kiém sodt dugc
cdc dia phuong nita nén ndi ndy danh véi ndi khdc. Chién si chii y&u 1a samurai va ashigaru (khinh
binh) ding gido dai nén khong ai dung ngya nita. Nhu ciu dic ki€m gia ting thanh thit thdi ky nay
pham chat khong con t6t nhu cdc thdi ky trude, duge sdn xuit hang loai dé ban cho cdc lanh chia
trang bi quan doi.

Ciing trong thdi ky Muromachi, théi quen deo hai ki€m trd nén thong dung. Khi ra ngoai ngudi ta deo
trudng ki€m (katana) va dodn ki€m (wakizashi) nhung khi & trong nha thi chi deo dodn ki€m va dudgc
thdo ra dit ngay canh giudng khi di ngd. D6i véi ngudi vo si, thanh ki€m 1a vat bat ly than, khong rdi
xa trong bt cit trudng hdp ndo. Cudi thé ky 16, diu th& ky 17, ba lanh chda k& ti€p cai tri mot dat
nudc thong nhit va 1anh chida sau cling 12 Ieyesu Tokugawa ddi dd vé Edo, nay 1a Tokyo.

Thai ky Edo (1603-1867) hay Tokugawa Shogunate ddnh ddu mot chuyén bién it koro (cd dao - 14 7))
tic thoi ky ki€m cii sang thdi ky shinto (tin dao - #7 J]), thanh ki€m truéc diy do cdc nghé nhan ché&
tao nay thanh nhitng phudng tap trung trong cac do thi, cic thg rén bi cdc lanh chda gidm sat chit ché.
Thoi ky nay cdc vo si duge goi dudi cdi tén ronin (Iing nhan - & \) tuong tw nhu cdc ki€m khach ddi
Xuan Thu — Chi€n Qudc song lang thang, khong ai thu dung, nhiéu khi phdng ting thich thich ddu 1in
nhau. Chinh vi th€ nha cAm quyén phdi dua ra mot s§ tiéu chuidn va han ché viéc so tai. Ki€m khong
dudc dai qua 80 cm, ciing nhu bao ki€m khong dudc nam vang ... VO si phdi mic trang phuc riéng,
dau phai cao diing truSc, téc budc thinh mot cdi dudi & sau va bao ki€m phdi mau den khi di trong
kinh thanh.
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Vao thé ky thit 17, ngudi Nhat di vio mdt chinh sdch b& quan tod cdng giong nhu nhiéu qudc gia khic
trong vilng Pong A va ciing khong thodt khdi nhiéu bi€n dong xa hoi. Thuat rén ki€m ciing dudc khoi
phuc va nhiéu ngudi quay trd vé phuong phép ciia thdi Kamakura va Yoshino.

Ciing trong thdi ky Edo, mdt budc ngoit quan trong khi ngudi Nhit bd ki€m quay sang diic sting roi
lai bé sting trd vé vdi ki€m. Hi€m ngudi trong chiing ta biét dugc ring da c6 thdi ngudi Nhat ndi danh
vé tai ché€ tao dai bac va siing tay trong mot thdi gian khd dai — chirng 1 th€ ky trong thdi trung cd.
Trong cudn Inatomi Gun Manual do Kawakami Mosuke soan nim 1595, 4n hanh nim 1607, c6 32
hinh vé ghi chép k¥ cang k¥ thuit sir dung va tic xa sing hod mai (matchlock)."

C6 diéu kh4u sting lai 1am mAt di vé hién ngang clia ngudi vo si nén ching
bao lau, khiu sting di bi loai ra khdi ddi song clia ngudi Nhat cho mai dén
khi ho bi ngudi Au My xdm ling. Nhitng ngudi thg rén va didc sing ciing
bé nghé chuyén sang diic ki€m.? Ngudi Au Chau di vo ciing kinh ngac khi
tha'y ki€m Nhat hon hin cdc 1udi ki€m ctia ngudi TAy Ban Nha ndi ti€ng &
Au Chau. B9 dai tir dién Britannica cia Anh, in 1an thit 6, quyén 9 trang 37
Vit 12 “ kiém Nhdt c6 thé chdt ditt mét chiéc dinh 16n ma ludi kiém khong
hé hdn gi”. Vao th& ky tha 17, ddng va sit ciia Nhat dudc cic quoc gia
khdc coi nhu hdo hang va Nhat xut cdng sang nhiéu qudc gia khac. Ngudi
Nhit cling ban kh4 nhiéu ki€m cho Trung Qudc va trd thinh mdt qudc gia
sdn xudt khi gidi vao bac nhat th€ gidi thdi ky do, cung cap khong nhitng
sing dng ma c4 huin luyén vién, cin vé cho mot s6 vua chia trong viing
Pong Nam A.

Tru6c thé€ ky thit 16, mudn c6 thép ngudi ta thudng diung mot thanh sit,
khoan 16 rdi nhét than vio, sau dé nung va dap dé cho than thAm vao sit.
Tir thé ky thit 16 tr§ vé sau, khi biét ding 6ng bé (bellows) d€ lam ting
nhiét d6 thi ngudi ta c6 thé nau chdy dugc sit va viéc luyén kim dé dang
hon.

Niam 1854, tau My vao vinh Tokyo ép ngudi Nhat phdi m§ cira cho ho
budn ban va ngudi Nhit thiy ro ho thua sit TAy phuong xa vé k§ thuat, dua dé€n nhitng ci cdach 1am
thay ddi hin qudc gia nay.

! Noel Perrin: Giving Up the Gun — Japan’s Reversion to the Sword, 1543-1879 (Boston: David R. Godine, Publisher, Inc.
4™ ed., 2004) tr. 43. Chinh chiia Nguy&n & Pang Trong ciing tim cdch thit chit bang giao véi cdc thuong nhan Nhat dé€ hoc
héi k¥ thuat va dit mua sing 6ng. Theo tai liéu ctia Nhat thi chia Sdi c6 gd mdt cong chiia 1a Ngoc Khoa cho mot thuong
gia ngudi Nhat, chd mot thuong di€m & Hoi An tén 1a Araki Shutaro (tén Viét Nguyé&n Taro), hiéu 1a Hién Hung va mot
cong chiia khdc 1a Ngoc Van cho vua Chan Lap Chey Chetta nim 1620 (nhung ca hai ngudi st nha Nguyén déu ghi 1a
khuyét truyén). Vio thdi d6, chia Nguyén dang cAn md rong lanh thd va gia ting siic manh d€ chdng véi chia Trinh nén
hai cudc hon nhian nay hin c¢6 muc tiéu chinh tri v quin su. Phan Khoang: Viét Sit Xit Pang Trong (Ha Noi: nxb Vin Hoc
2001) tr. 309-310. Chinh vi th& chda Nguyén Hi Tong viét thu xin véi Nhat Hoang chi cho thuyén bu6n dén xit minh ma
diing dén Pang Ngoai. (Phan Khoang: sdd tr. 413)

2 Gwynne Dyer: War (New York: Crown Publishers, Inc., 1985) tr. 58

* They are far superior to the Spanish blades so celebrated in Europe. A tolerably thick nail is easily cut in two without any
damage to the edge (trich lai theo Noel Perrin trong Giving Up the Gun tr. 5)
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Khi vua Minh Tri (Meiji) nim quyén nim 1867, 6ng dua ra chinh sdch canh tn, cAm deo ki€m ngoai
cong cong. Cau chim ngdn cia thdi ky d6 1a “fukoku kyohei” (phi qudc cudng binh - & 5 F) va
Nhit B4n soan hi€n phép, thanh 1dp mot cd cAu dai nghi, tip trung quyén hanh vao qudc gia dong thdi
tudc doat quyén hanh cda gidi vo si, dua dén vu bao loan Satsuma (Satsuma Rebellion) tir thing 12
nim 1877 dé&n thang 1 nim 1878. S& ngudi theo dudi nghé rén ki€m gidm hin xudng, da sd thg rén
chuyén sang cdc nghé ddnh dao, kéo va dd dung kim loai, ngoai trit mdt s6 it dudc chinh quyén thué
mudn d€ rén ki€m cho hoang gia hay cdc cd quan quin sy. Miu ki€m clia quan ddi ciing khic véi
ki€m ctia vo s va mang tinh bi€u tugng cho uy quyén hon 13 st dung trong chi€n ddu. Chinh vi ki€m
khong con thong dung, thg rén chuyén nghé nén mdt sd ki thuat that truyén.

Su hiing cudng clia nuSc Nhit ciing dua ho vao nhiéu cudc chi€n tranh ching han nhu chién tranh
Trung — Nhat (Sino — Japanese War 1894-95), Nga — Nhit (Russo — Japanese War 1904-05), dé nhat
thé& chi€n (1914-18) va TAy B4 Lgi A (Siberian Intervention 1918-22). Nhu ciu rén ki€m tuy ting vot
1&n vi céc si quan phdi deo nhung lai dugc sdn xuit hang loat (mass-produced), vat liéu ding thép loai
kém nén khong c6 gia tri gi.

Vao cudi th€ chién thit hai, c6 khodng 900,000 quan nhan Nhat (trong s& 4.5 triéu quin nhan) va
khodng 1.25 triéu thuy quan (trong s 2.5 triéu thuy binh) 1a si quan dugc phép mang ki€m. Khi ngudi
Nhit bi Pong Minh ddnh bai trong th€ chié€n thit 2, hon mot triéu thanh ki€m cda s quan Nhat bi tich
thu va phd huy, chi mdt sd it dudc cdc nha suu tim dem ra nudc ngoai. Thé nhung ciing chinh vi thé
ma ngudi ngoai quéc méi chd ¥ dén ki€m Nhat.

Trong nhitng nim gin diy, s6 nghé nhin ndi ti€ng trong lanh vyc nay lai gia ting va hién tai, rén
ki€m khong con d€ ché€ tao mot mén vii khi ma 12 mot nghé thuat c8 truyén. Trén toan th€ nudc Nhit
hién nay c6 khodng 250 thg dang hanh nghé, mdi nim sin xuit chirng 2000 thanh ki€m. Theo nhiéu
nha chuyén mon, thuit dic ki€m cd dai di thit truyén va ngudi ta vin c6 ging dé tim toi va khoi
phuc nhung chua thanh cong. Mot bic su vé nginh didc ki€m cudi thdi dai Edo tén 13 Suishinshi
Masahide c6 d€ lai di thu vé k¥ ning dé nhung chua ai 4p dung dudc.

Rén kiém (Kkitaeru)

Kitaeru (forge; temper) dudgc coi nhu mot trong nhiing
truyén thdng can phdi bdo ton cling v6i nhiéu bd mon nghé
thuat khdc dé duy tri tinh thin dic thi cda ngudi Nhat. Lé di
nhién rén khong phai néi vé nghé tho rén mot cich tdng
quit ma 13 k§ thuat rén ki€m, mdt truyén thong 1au ddi dugc
coi trong, vi thanh ki€m khong phai chi 12 mdt mén khi gidi
ma con tugng trung cho tinh than cao thugng clia vé si dao.

Thanh ki€m cta ngudi Nhat khong phdi chi 12 mot 1udi dao
dai dung 1am vii khi md mang theo rat nhiéu y nghia. Trong
qué trinh ch€ tao, ngudi ta khong nhitng phai thit d€ xem né
c6 dl sic d€ xuyén qua nhiéu 16p 4o gidp bing sit ma cé
khi con thi nghiém ngay trén than xdc con ngudi d€ coi cé
“ngot” hay khong? Trong mdt truyén ngin cia Nguyén Tuin
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nhan dé& Chém Treo Nganh (Vang Béng Mot Thai), nha vin ho Nguyén miéu t3 cdch tip luyén va
khung cdnh mot phdp trudng thdi phong kién & nudc ta nhung chi nhan manh d&n k§y thuat chit dau tdi
nhan ma khong thdy néi gi d€n sy sic bén cia thanh quat (mot loai ki€m). Ngudi Trung Hoa ciling nhu
ngudi Viét Nam ciing chd trong d&€n ki€m nhung qud 1im chiing ta chi coi nhu mot k§ niing cin diéu
luyén, trdi lai ngudi Nhat lai nAng thanh ki€m va cdch st dung 1én hang “dgo” — Ki€m dao, Kendo —
va thanh ki€m gin lién v6i sinh mang va nhin cdch cla ngudi hiép si (samurai).

Thanh ki€m ciing con 12 mot tic pham nghé thuit, c6 mot vi tri rt trang trong trong nha khi€n dii cho
ngudi khong tip v hay khong bi€t gi vé ki€m thuit ciing hi€u ngay riing diy khong phai 1a mot vat
tam thudng. Nhiéu ngudi da vi von sy ruc rd clia 1udi ki€Em nhu mau men béng 16n ctia dd sit ma ngudi
Pong phudng van tu hao 1a c6 mot khong hai, 1 mot dic diém cia tirng tridu dai.

Hinh déng ciing nhu cdch luyén kim déu tuy thudc vdo k§ thuit rén dic (kitaeru), dudng cong cla
thanh ki€m khong khéc gi nét myc trong thu phdp va hdi hoa thuy mic, vin dudc coi nhu dinh cao clia
nghé thuat ngay xua. Nét bit ¢c6 chd dim, chd nhat thi van trén ki€m (texture) ciing th€ va mot ngudi
chuyén mon sanh sdi vé& ki€m thudng ciing 12 mot thu phap gia. Ki€m Nhat dugc coi 1a ddc ddo so vdi
ki€m cdc quoc gia khdc vi dudng cong, vin khic va nhit 1a
ciu tric cta ludi thép. Ba dic tinh d6 phdi hop d€ dinh gid £
cho thanh ki€m va tuy thudc hoin toan vao “tay nghé” ctia s
nghé nhin chit khong dya vao bit cif tiéu chuin nio khic. s
Trong khi ki€m Au Chau chi 12 mot 1uGi thép duy nhat, ki€m
Nhit bao gdm 14 thép, sit non, va thép gia, mdi loai c6 ham
lugng carbon khac nhau. Ldi clia thanh ki€m (shingane) dugc
rén bing cdch pha tron giita st thd véi thép 14. Sau d6 méi 1a v6 bao bén ngoai (hadagane) cdi 16i d6
ciing bing ky thudt trén nhung ding sit non va
Maki thép 14. V4 bao c6 thé cin dét ra roi gap lai 15 14n
nhung néu nhiéu hon nita ¢6 thé 1am thép trd nén
don va khong déu. Ludi ki€m sau d6 dudc chém
vao giffa nhitng 16p vé bao, rén cho thit lién lac
khit khao. L6p vé mém gitip cho c4i 16i ciing & bén
trong, khi€n cho Iudi ki€m chiu dudc va cham
manh, déo dai hon ki€m diic theo ki€u Au Tay.

shingane core steel

hadagane skin stecl

yokote

hamon

Ngudi Nhat cling dung phuong phdp bao mdt 16p
véd mém bén ngoai d€ tao nén nhitng lan séng
trang di€m cho 1udi ki€m. Khi rudt ki€m da chén
vao giltta va hinh dang da hoan thanh, mdt loai hgp
chat dic biét gdm tro rom va biin dd dudc trét 1én
trén mit ludi ki€m rdi dé cho khd. Sau dé ngudi ta
diing mdt thanh tre d€ khic 1én 16p biin nhitng hoa
vin r0i lai d€ vao trong 10 nung ti€p, 14y ra khic
theo mau 1én 1udi ki€m d€ d&n khi cha lang nhitng
hinh v& d6 s€ hién ra. Trong giai doan nay ludi

shinagi

re steel shinogi-ji

steel

nitine

hamachi

nakago (tang)
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ki€m dudc bao bing dit va tro kia phdi néng dén mdc c6 “mau ciia mdt trdng thang 2 hay thdng 8”
(the colour of the moon in February or August)’. Lép bin d6 chd day chd mdng, thudng & ludi ki€m
mdng nhat, cic ndi khdc day hon dé€ khi nung ludi ki€m sé& citng mém khic nhau tuy theo tirng khu
vuc. Ludi thép, phan ciing nhat clia thanh ki€m ma ngudi ta goi 12 hamon (ba vin - J%4Y) c6 nhitng hat
(grain) khdc nhau goi 12 nie (chir - #&) va nioi (huong - 7). Nie (boiling) tudgng trung cho tinh than
hiing diing, cdng cdi, nioi (visible fragrance) tugng trung cho su cao thugng, qui phdi. Nhitng hat nay
c6 dugc do su gap di gap lai va cling 1a mot thit ddu hiéu clda mdi trudng phai vi mdi phuong phip c6
nhitng van riéng. Nioi mit thudng khong trong thay, chi gon 1én mot 1an swong mdéng nhu gidi Ngan
Ha mot dém sao. Hat nie thi to hon, trong 14m tim nhu méc budi sang hay mdt chiim tinh td. Nhitng
ba van (hamon) d6 dugc dit tén, hoic may, séng bién, diy ndi, hoa ... ciing giong nhu ngudi Trung
Hoa dit tén cho van trén bdo ki€m ctia ho. Ngudi thg khong phdi chi dic mot thanh ki€m t6t ma con
1am sao cho m¥ thuit, dé méi thuc 12 van dé.

Nét cong clia thanh ki€m Nhat khong phdi chi do k§ thuit rén hay dip ma con 12 mdt bi€u trung vin
hod xuAt hién trén nhiéu cdng trinh truyén thong khdc, tif mai cong trén dén dai, chiia chién, cung
dién, ké c4 thu phdp. Ngudi Nhit vin cho ring néu didc mot thanh ki€m thing bing thi khong nhitng
thd kéch ma con qud thuc dung, khong néi 1én tinh nghé thuit cla ngudi vo si. Chinh vi thé, ho luén
lu6n tao nhitng dudng cong, udn 1én Iugn xudng dé bi€n mot vii khi chién ddu thanh mot tac pham.
Tién trinh rén thép, cdc loai chit liéu trong mdi giai doan d&én nay vin con 13 nhitng bi mat nghé
nghiép khong truyén ra ngoai va ciing 1a thudc do su tai hoa, khéo 1éo ciing nhu “tay nghé” cla cic
bac su.

Gi6 lanh tor mién Tay Ba Lgi A théi xuéng ving Hokuriku bdo hiéu mia dong da dén. It ra ciing c6 mot
ngudi lai mong doi ngon gié bdc lanh té nay vi day chinh thoi gian trong nam dé€ 6ng c6 thé dem hét
tam tu vao cong viéc. Nguoi dé 1a Seiho Sumitani, sinh nam 1921, mot “qudc thd” trong nghé thudt rén
ki€m. Co xudng cia 6ng & Matsuto, mot thanh ph6 & gan noi bién Nhat Ban.

Lo rén cda Sumitani d€ dén 16 mo, tran cao chi cé mot chiéc cia s6 be bé. Nhiing lan khéi xanh biéc tor
déng than gb théng lang lo bay 1én, tod ra trong khong khi trong khi gié lanh théi o 0 & bén ngoai.
Sumitani cuii tdm than mdnh khanh xuéng déng than gdp ra mét thanh thép néng dé, géi trong gidy ban
da nhidng vao trong ban trén dat sét. Sau dé 6ng phd toan bo ludi ki€m bing tro rom dé€ trd lai trong 10.
Nudc va tro khi€n ludi thép khéng bi néng qua va 6c xit hod, nghia la ludi ki€m sé bi mém di.

Sau ba muoi phat, ludi ki€m lai dugc rdt ra khdi 1o. Sumitani dau tién dap bang bda nhéd, sau dé mdi
dung baa I6n. Dap nhu thé sé lam cho ludi thép dai ra, t6i khi di dé€ 6ng dang duc cdt & gida, gap doi
lai ma van dai bing lic dau. Tién trinh dé dugc 1ap di 1ap lai, trong lugng thanh sdt cing gidm dan, tr
nguyén thuy hon 9 kilogram nay chi con chua ddy 1 kilogram ... Bao nhiéu tap chat va carbon cing theo
dé ma di. Phuong thic rén d6 von di la ky thudt bi truyén cida ngudi Nhat khién cho ho ¢6 dugc nhing
thanh ki€m tuyét hdo. Trong khi lam viéc, Sumitani luén luén phdi quan sit ky cang mau sdc cia ca
thanh sdt dang néng dé 1an ngon Ida trong 1o dé€ thém bdt than cho dugc nhu y. BE cho nhan xét cda
ong tinh tuong hon, Sumitani khong dung den huynh quang (superfluous lighting) trong 10 rén, vi di chi
mot khuyét di€m nhd nhu sgi téc éng cing khéng bd qua va éng phdi nhin thdu tan “linh hon” cda cuc
thép.

* Victor Harris: Japanese Swords, Swords and Hilt Weapons (New York: Barnes & Noble Books 1993) tr. 148-9
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Tinh mit, nghi luc 15 chia khod cia ky thudt ndy. NEu khdng cé nhitng diéu dé thl nghé thudt
cling ra di, thi thdch ma toi phai d6i dién 14 lam sao rén dugc thanh kiém nhu mong muén ma

van gitt dugc sic khoé tuyét hdo.

Tuy hién nay Sumitani da dugc coi nhu mét “quéc bdo” trong nghé rén ki€m, 6ng van mo udc lam sao
c6 thé dat dén cao dinh cia thudt chd ki€m nhu thoi ky gida thé ky tha 12. Mdc dau 6ng biét rang ky
thuat clia 6ng da sdp xi tai nghé ngudi xua nhung van con mét vai gut mdc chua gii quyét dugc, mot
mat xich nao dé bj dit nén chua dat t6i tuyét nghé nhu c¢6 nhan cdch day tam thé ky va nhing nguoi
sau éng van phai c6 lam sao vuot qua dugc khodng cach dé. Ong tu hdi voi tudi gia dang kéo dén, liéu
c6 con thoi gian d€ di tan cudi con duong hay khéng? ©

Mai ki€m
S4u trim nim trudc, Ping Dung, modt danh twéng di Hau Trin khi thdy cudc chién ddu chdng quin
Minh cOn cam go ma tinh hinh ngay thém b€ tic nén cdm thdn miy ciu tho:

THUAT HOAI

bang Dung
=il g e

= A IR 2 o]

U NE L

IR 2K g 84 1L T 5

HERERR L

B A R bl

e S JEE B4 ORI

it R 1E BH S H

AIERERE A

Thé su du du nai ldo ha
Vo6 cung thi€n dia nhap ham ca
Thdi lai dd di€u thanh cong di
Su khit anh hung 4m han da
Tri chda hitu hoai pho dia truc

T4y binh v6 1§ van thién ha

> Ken Itsuki (ed.): The Dawn of Tradition (tuyén tap dic biét vé Nhat Ban do Nissan Motor Co., Ltd. 4n hinh nim 1983)
“Good eyes and stamina are the key to this technology. Once they are gone so is the art, and the challenge is to create the
sword desired while I am still in top health” tr. 45

® The Dawns of Tradition, tr. 46
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Qudc thl vi phuc dau tién bach

Ky d6 Long Tuyén ddi nguyét ma

Bai tho nay da c6 rit nhiéu ngudi dich, ngudi viét chi thodt § thinh may cau:

Tam su
Tram ndam lo litng tréi mau
Dat troi vo tan mot mau tang thuong
Gdp thoi co quat duong duong
Thdt co danh chiu mot truong ddng cay
Son ha nhiing tudng ddp xdy
Ngo dau lac budc tring tay nita doi
Pém nao mai kiém trdng soi
Ngdng lén téc da bac réi con ddu
Lé di nhién viéc ho Ping mai ki€m chi 12 mot hanh vi nung dic y chi
dau tranh cht khong coi cdng viéc nay nhu mot tuyét nghé cin trau gidi.
Viéc mai ki€m clia mot nghia si khdc hin cong viéc mai ludi ki€m sau
khi mot danh thd da rén xong.
Rén ki€m mdi chi 1a mdt ching dudng, tuy quan trong nhung khong phai
12 hoan bi ma con nhiéu cdng viéc khic cling cam go khong kém.
Nhitng ngudi sanh sdi néi ring “gid tri ciia mot thanh kiém bao gom hai
phan ngang nhau, rén kiém va mai kiém” (a sword’s value is determined
in equal degrees by both its quality and the honing of the blade).

Nhiéu ngudi khong déng y ring cong viéc hoan chinh thanh ki€m chi 1a
mai cho sidc (sharpening) ma phai goi 1a “cha ldng” hay ddnh bong
(polishing). P4nh béng mot thanh ki€m phdi qua 13 giai doan, dung 13
loai d4 mai khdc nhau va 13 dong tdc khac nhau va mait trung binh 120
gio.
Kokei Ono (sinh nam 1912) cling 1a mot “qudc thd” cGia nganh mai kiém,
s6ng thdm lang & mot thanh phd duyén héi ngoai thanh Tokyo. D€ mai
mot luGi ki€m, 6ng dung sdu cuc dd mai (whetstones) khdc nhau, tir loai
nham xuéng dan loai min hon va sau cling dé danh bong. Trugc khi mai,
Ono phdi nghién ctu ky cang “thd” (texture) va “miu” (pattern) cla
thanh ki€m, khong phai cting mot Ic ma chi tiing khodng 3 cm mot. Ong

cho biét viéc gili sao cho tay phdi va tay trai gdn nhu can bang tuyét déi (near-perfect balance) 1a mot
cong tac sinh t vi néu hai tay chi léch di mot khodnh khic thi c6 thé héng ludn cd lugi ki€m. Ono ciing

c6 thé danh gia ngay dugc mot ngudi mai ki€m qua cach thic ngdi va st dung céc loai dd nghé.

www.vietkiem.com
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Tsuba

Tsuba (sword guard) 12 mi€ng chin tay cAm, phin cdn ki€m va
ludi ki€m ra 1am 2 phian khic nhau, ngudi Trung Hoa goi 1a
kiém cdach (#F). Tsuba ciing dugc coi 12 mot nghé phdm va
hién nay ciing c6 nhiéu ngudi swu tAm, nhiéu miéng cé gid cd
rat cao. Tsuba dudc khoét § giita d€ tra 1uGi ki€m va d€ chin
cho ki€m ctia dich khdi luét vao tay minh. Tuy nhién, ngudi ta
ciing trang tr biing nhiéu hinh thifc khdc, cAy cd, hoa 14, thi vat
... ¢ y nghia hay mang mdt nguyén vong d€ dugc may min.

Sau khi mai xong, Ono kep hai hon d4 mai mdng dinh trén dau ngén tay va vudt theo lugi kiém dé danh
béng. Ong cAm ngang Iusi ki€m dé cho anh ndng soi lén tiing mili mét dé kiém soat cong trinh clia minh
lan cudi cling.

Khéng cé hai thanh kiém nao gibng hét nhau, mdi thanh ki€m cé hinh déng khdc nhau
va ¢6 nhitng ddc tinh khdc nhau. Mai ki€m chinh 12 1am sao cho thanh ki€ém thé hién
duoc t6i uu c4i “tinh than” cia né, d& hién 16 c4i “tAn m§” cia né, dé thodt ra cai “huy
hozng” ciia ludi thép 43 hoan thanh.”

Ki€m mai ding cdch mdi c6 thé hién hién dugc hét tai
ning cda ngudi rén ki€m.

Bao kiém

Mot 1ui ki€m du qui dén diu néu khong dugce 1dp vao
mot can ki€m thich hgp va d€ trong mot bao ki€m ding
cdch thi vin khong thé nio goi 1a hoan toan.

Kazuyuki Takayama (sinh niam 1940) la ngudi thtia k€ mot
truyén thong lau dai trong nghé lam bao kiém. San sau nha anh
chat day céc sic gb moc lan (magnolia). Muén lam mot bao
ki€m ong phdi lam hai manh vtia khit theo dudng cong cta lugi ki€m rdi dan lai v6i nhau. Chat keo dan la
mot loai hd ndu bang gao rdi nghién cho nhuyén bing daa tre. Ngudi ta khong dung cac loai super-glue vi
e ngai sau nay phai tach hai thanh g ra trong truoing hgp lugi ki€ém bj sét va chi c6 hd lam bing gao méi
khoi 1am hu thanh gb.

Bi mat clia cach lam bao ki€m 1a sao cho c6 cdm tudng la bao va Iugi khit khao ti dau dén cudi nhung
thuc ra chi ti€p xtc v6i nhau & gan can ki€m ma thoi va 1ugi ki€m khong noi nao qué chit vi néu khong,
dd &m clia gb sé lam cho ki€m bi ri.

Mot chuyén gia nhu Takayama thuc ra khong can phdi dung keo bang bot gao vi ong da dat t6i mdc khong
bao gio d€ cho lugi ki€m bi cham vao bao va di nhién khong can phéi tach bao ki€m ra d€ sta. Viéc dung
hd bing bot gao chdng qua chi 1a truyén théng ma thdi va chi nhan manh dén yé&u quyét clia nghé lam
bao ki€ém. Tuy chi la mot cong nghé gidn di nhu thé, viéc lam bao ki€m doi hdi nghé nhan dung 15 loai
bao (plane) khdc nhau, to c6, nhé cé6 médi thi mot viéc.?

" The Dawns of Tradition, tr. 47
8 The Dawns of Tradition, tr. 47
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Nguyén thuy, ki€m cdch do thg rén ki€m hay thg 1am 4o gidp sdn xuit nhung tir thé ky 16 tr§ vé sau
thi do nhitng nghé nhan thuc hién nhu mot tic phdm riéng biét. Tsuba c6 thé bing sit thuin tuy hay
nam vang, bac, dong ...

Thi ki€m (tameshi-giri)

Dé ddi phé vdi su sic bén ciia thanh ki€m ho ch€ tao dugc, ngudi Nhat
ciing dua van dé che chd cho khdi bi ki€m chém dift thinh mot nghé
thuat khdc. P6 12 viéc ch& tao mot bd 4o gidp chic chin — bao gdm 12
mén khdc nhau, mic vio rit cong phu d€ bio vé tinh mang cla vo si.
Tuy nhién, d6i v6i mot thanh bio ki€m trong tay mdt cao thii vé ki€m
dao thi bo 4o gidp kia khong dd hiéu qud. Chi mot nhét ki€m, cd ngudi
13n gidp c6 thé x& 1am hai.

Nhitng thanh bdo ki€m thuc sy déu 1a cla gia bdo truyén tir ddi no sang
doi kia, tham dy trong hét trin ddnh nay dén tran ddnh khdc. Nhitng
thanh ki€m d6 da dudc thit bing chinh sinh mang con ngudi. Tuy nhién,
trude khi duge ding d€ chién diu, ki€m Nhat sau khi hoan tit phai dudc
thtt, thudng 12 véi mot ngudi bu nhin 1am bing rom. Né&u thanh ki€m c6
thé chit dit dudc mot bé rom, ngudi ta sé thi ti€p trén than ngudi,
thudng 12 diing mot xdc chét. Xdc ngudi dudc treo 1én theo nhiéu ki€u
khdc nhau d€ thtt ki€m theo di moi huéng, di moi ki€u, moi don. Ciing
c6 khi thanh ki€m dudgc thit ngay trén nhitng tl¥ toi.

C6 16 chd trén than ngudi ding dé thi nghiém, khé cit nhit 1a chém
ngang hong sao cho diit cd hai xuong diii, d& nht 1a chém dut cd tay.’
Ngay hdm nay, nhitng vd su vin huin luyén mon dd phuong phip ding
ki€m d€ chit dit nhitng bé rom u6t, 16i bing coc tre. Mdi ngay ngudi vo
s phai tdp hang trim Ian cho thit nhuin nhuyén.

Ki&€m thit xong s& dudc cdc chuyén gid ddnh gid va x€p hang. Giong ho
ndi ti€ng vé tht ki€m 12 ho Yamada. Yamada Asaemon mdi 1in dugc
mu6n d€ thi ki€m déu yéu cau dao phii d€ dng ding ki€m “thif” trén céc
tlf t0i, tir ldc chém dau dén khi thit ti€p trén cdc bo phan khic. K&t qua
bao gid ciing dugc ghi lai k§ cang, c6 khi con nam bing chit vang trén
chudi ki€m vé mdot dic tinh nao d6. Vao thé€ ky thit 17, trudc khi ki€m
dudc ban ra déu thl trude va khic 1én nhu mot thit “cdu chitng tai toa”
vé gid tri clia vii khi nay.

Két luian

Viéc rén mot thanh ki€m di dugc nang 1én thanh mot nghi 1€ mang tinh chit huyén bi. Ngudi thg rén
phdi trai gidi trong nhiéu ngay, qua nhitng thé thic thanh tdy (ritual purification) va khi 1am viéc ho
mit mot bd dd tring nhu mot thién su, dao si. Ngay tir thé ky 13, ki€m Nhat di ndi ti€ng trén thé gidi

? Jonathan Leornard: Early Japan (1968) tr. 79
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ma khong ndi nao sdnh kip. Ngudi Trung Hoa ciing néi dén bdo ki€m nhung phan I16n chi 1a truyén
thuyé&t va huyén thoai, chi nghe ma khong thdy. Trai lai ki€m Nhat c6 that va nhiu ngudi da bd mot
khodn tién 16n d€ dit hay mua. Theo nhitng chuyén gia vé luyén kim, mai dén thé& ky 19, ngudi Au
chdu méi db trinh d6 d€ tao dugc nhitng hgp kim t8t nhu thép clia Nhat truSc d6 600 nim va ciing
phan 16n 1a vi hoc hdi dudc phuong phdp clia xit Phii Tang.

Ki€m Nhit ciing néi 1én mot dic tinh riéng
cda dan tdc nay, lam viéc gi cling mudn dén
chd tan thién, tdn my (zéro defect). Khong
biét bao nhiéu cau truyén ky vé thanh ki€m,
tf cdch rén dic dén nhitng cudc so tdi ma
song chét chi trong nhdy mit, nhitng guong
trung diing clia ddy t6 trd thi cho chd ... Gin
day nhat, sau th€ chién thi hai, hang trim
ngudi diing ki€m md bung ty tit (seppuku hay
hara kiri) sau khi nghe tin Nhat hoang dau
hang Péng Minh. Qua 12 coi cdi chét nhe tira
16ng hong, ding nhu tinh thin clia ngudi vo si
va hiéu dugc ring gidc ngd mdi thuc 1a muc dich sau cling clia ki€m dao, coi sy t nhu sy sinh.

Phép ddnh ki€m ciing khong con 1a mot thuat ma dugc ning 1én hang dao. Vao cudi thé ky 19,
Yamaoka Tesshu (1836-88) thay ddi phuong phap huin luyén cii ning phin xung sit bing loai ki€m
tre, mic du trinh ty xem ra con khé nhoc hon cd phuong phédp cii. Phuong phdp cia 6ng duge goi la
trudng phai Muto Ryu (v6 dau long - ZEFHRFE) v6i chd dao 12 “kiém khong phdi la mot vo khi ma chi la
mot khdi niém trong dau ma thoi”.

Noi ngdi dén Sengakuji § Tokyo hién nay con 48 ngdi mo, noi an nghi clia lanh chida Asano va 47 gia
nhin trung thanh. Asano bi mot vién chifc tén 12 Kira 1am nhuc tai mot 1au dai & Edo, da rit ki€m
dam 6ng nay. Theo luat triéu dinh, Asano phai bi ti¥ hinh biing 16i md bung, tai sin bi tich thiu va gia
nhan bi gidi tdn. Cdc gia nhan cla dng nay tf tdn khip ndi s6ng mot cudc ddi bé tha, khién Kira cho
riang ho khong con y dinh trd thu nita.

Trong mot dém tuyét roi vao thdng 2 nim 1703, 47 ngudi trong sd tong vién clia Asano di tin cong
vao lau dai cia Kira, gi€t dng nay chit diu dem dén t&€ ndi md ciia chd. Tuy moi ngudi déu cdm phuc
1ong trung diing ctia ho nhung theo luit ho phai ty mS bung vi di gi€t mot vién chic chinh quyén.
Nhitng ngudi dé dugc chon chung mot ndi véi Asano va dén nay lic nio ciing nghi ngit khéi huong.'

Ngay nay, thanh ki€m khong con 13 mot vii khi, cling ching mAYy ai c6 y dinh ding ki€m d€ lam vat
tuy than. Th& nhung ngudi ta vin coi d6 12 mdt bi€u tugng clia danh du, cla ton nghiém va clia mot
thud huy hoang trong lich sit khong phai chi cho mét riéng ai ma cho cad mot din toc.

Xuédn At Dau 2005

10 Victor Harris: sdd tr. 170
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