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VAN HOA - LiCH SU 

VAI NET VE LICH SI/SAN KHAU HOA KY 

Tran Bach Hie'u 
TrUdng Dili hoc KH XH-NV 

Dgi hoc Qudc gia Hd Nqi 

' 1. Ve n e n s a n k h a u My 

CQng binh thanh va phat trien vdi 
nhQng bien dpng ciia lich sti My, san 
khau My da p h i n anh ddi sd'ng nhan 
dan, da't nUdc trong mdi thdi ky. TQ 
thdi ky thupe dia cho tdi da'u t r anh 
gidnh dpc lap; tQ cupc npi chien (1861-
1865) den nhQng cupc chie'n t r anh the 
gidi ThQ nha't, ThQ hai va den nay. Cd 
the ndi, nen san khau My la mpt chiec 
gQdng phan anh hien thilc, lieh sti, van 
hda My. Mdi loai h inh nghe thua t san 
kha'u nhu kich ndi, bi kich, hai kich, ba 
le, opera, chQdng t r inh tap ky,... chinh 
la nhQng ket t inh, phan i n h rd net 
nha't sii trQdng thanh, tiep thu cac gia 
tri van hda ciia san khau My. 

So vdi cae nen san k h i u Anh, P h i p , 
DQc d chau Au; Trung Qud'c, Nha t 
Ban d chau A... thi nen san kha'u My 
p h i t t r ien mudn hdn nhieu v i t hanh 
tUu dat dQdc cung chUa ndi b i t b ing . 
NhQng vdi t iem nang ctia mdt cQdng 
qud'c ve kinh te, quan sii, chinh tri thi 
nen van hda My ndi chung vd nen san 
kha'u My ndi r ieng thtlc sti cd nhQng 
dieu kien p h i t t r ien t h u a n ldi trong 
tUdng lai. Bdng chQng la cac loai hinh 
nghe t h u a t van hda, san k h i u , hinh 
anh My da xua t hien d mpi ndi tren 
toan the' gidi. 

San k h i u d My ve cd ban Id thee 
phong each ctia chau Au. Ngay nay, nd 
cd mdi lien he chat che vdi cic the loai 

nghe thua t My khae nhU van hpc, phim 
inh , truyen hinh vd am nhac. Cung la 
mpt loai hinh nghe thua t trong nen van 
hda My, phim anh My da xuat hien d 
k h i p mpi ndi tren tean the gidi, mang 
theo cic gia tri van hda My tdi ban be 
qud'c te. Trong hdn 70 nam qua, phim 
My da ngay cang dupe Qa chudng tren 
k h i p the gidi. NhQng bp phim giii tri da 
thanh cdng riic rd, ke tQ Cuon theo chieu 
gio (Gone With the Wind) cho tdi Cong 
vien ky Jura (Jurassic Park), dQdc chu y 
nhieu nh i t . Nhin vao nhQng giii thQdng 
dQdc trao tai cac lien hoan phim qud'c te, 
ta eung thay phim My, vdi tU each la 
mpt ngdnh nghe thuat, tie'p tuc tao dUdc 
uy tin dang ke. Ngay ca khi chii de ctia 
phim mang tinh chat nghiem tuc, hay 
nhu hp ndi la "ed y nghia", phim My van 
dQdc Qa ehuong.' Thdng qua phim i n h 
My, ngQdi dan tren the gidi c ing hieu 
biet ve van hda My vd dac biet la biet 
nhieu hdn ve san khau My. 

Hdn nQa, trong linh vQc s i n k h i u , 
mdt kich ban cd the se dQdc bieu dien 
vdi phong cdch ket hdp ctia t i t ca cac 
the loai. Cd mpt dieu la cdc vung cd 
am nhac t ruyen thd'ng thQPng cd the 
manh ve kich va bdi kich. Hat kich cd 
le la the loai phd bien n h i t , mang 
nhieu mdu sac, v i cac the loai kich ba 
le hien nay dang xuat hien ca tren 
phim va t ruyen h inh chQ khdng chi 
ddn t h u i n bieu dien t ren san kha'u. 
Nha ha t kich Broadway d New York 
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dUdc coi la dinh cao ctia nha hat kich 
thUdng mai d My, mac du the loai 
nghe thuat nay xui't hien h i u nhU 
tren khip nQdc My. New York cdn l i 
"thii dd nghe thuat cua the gidi" va la 
"thanh phd' cd nghe thuat mua ba le 
hien dai nhat". Nd la "trung tam sich 
bio va xui't ban h ing diu", "diem giii 
tri ctia ca t r i i dat", va la ndi "cd nhieu 
dien vien hdn ke cQdp".̂  NhQ mpt 
cud'n sdch hQdng dan du lich ciia mdt 
nUdc ngodi da hao hQng khang dinh. 
New York la que hQdng ciia nha hat 
opera ndi tieng nha't the gidi - the Met 
- nha hat opera trung tam.'' Ngoai 
New York, Chicago cQng la ndi ndi 
tieng vdi nhQng mdn kich da dang va 
sdi ddng vdi cac san kha'u kich theo 
kieu san khau kich cpng ddng 
(community theatre)... 

2. Qua t r i nh h inh t h a n h va pha t 
t r ien ciia nen san k h a u My 

Thai ky hinli thdnh vd the ky XVHI 
Nen san khiu chuyen nghiep ctia 

My bat diu tQ ginh h i t ciia Lewis 
Hallam, den 'Williamsburg, Virginia 
vao nam 1752. Tuy nhien, san khau 
kich diu tien d My dQdc xay dQng vao 
nam 1715, dinh dau bing viec n h i 
hat Dock Street md ciia vio thing 1 
nim 1736 tai Charles Town vdi 
Thomas Kean thii vai Richard III. 
Kich khdng chuyen dQdc cdi l i xui't 
hien d My tQ nam 1665. Sdng, vao luc 
bay gid, cac dien vien ciia the loai kich 
nay da deu bi xQ tti hinh tai 
Accomack County vi bi coi la truyen 
ba nhQng tu' titdng ddi bai chd cdng 
chung. Du sao thi Hallam cung l i 
ngudi td chQc mdt chuye'n iQu dien 
diu tien cung dodn dien vien ngQdi 
chau Au_ tdi vung thuoc dia. Hp da 
trinh dien mpt loat cic vd kich ndi 
tieng tai London luc bi'y gid bad gdm 
Hamlet, Tuye'n vien chUc (The 

Recruiting Officer), Richard HI, Nhd 
buon thdnh Venice (The Merchant of 
Venice), cupc bieu dien dau tien da 
dien .ra vio th ing 9 nam 1752. Bi sQ 
phan ddi ciia cac td chQc tdn giio, 
Hallam v i doin ctia minh bupc phii 
rdi tdi Jamaica vio cic nam 1754, 
1755. Ngay sau dd, con trai ciia dng la 
Lewis Hallam Jr. da thanh lap "The 
American Company", md n h i h i t tai 
New York va trinh dien vd kich 
chuyen nghiep ciia My dau tien la vd 
Cong chua cua Parthia (The princess 
of Parthia), t i c gia Thomas Godfrey 
vio nam 1767. 

Trong suo't the ky XVIII, cd rat 
nhieu y kien phan ddi sti tdn tai ciia 
cdc nha hat kich. Tham chi d mien 
Bae nQdc My, nha hat kich bi coi la 
"dQdng cao to'c tdi dia nguc". Bang 
Massachusset da thdng qua dao luat 
cam trinh dien kich vio nam 1750, 
tiep theo dd d Pennsylvania vdo 1759, 
Rhode Island vao 1761, va d h i u bet 
cac bang trong cupc each mang My 
dudi sQc ep ciia hdi nghi Itic dia. 

Thdi ky theky XIX 
Cupc each mang khoa hpc ky thuat 

the ky XIX da lam thay ddi ldi sd'ng 
va cung each lam viec ciia con ngUPi, 
v i mpt lan nQa nd da l im thay ddi bd 
mat nen san khau the gidi ndi chung 
va nen sdn khau My ndi rieng. Anh 
sang hdi dd't gas l in d iu tien dQdc 
gidi thieu nam 1817 d mpt nhd hat. 
Cuol the ky nay, den dien da thap 
s ing nhQng y trang, canh tri long 
Idy.^ Vi kich cung bat dau phd bien 
hdn d My vao nhQng nam dau ciia the 
ky XIX, vdi sii xua't hien ngay cing 
nhieu cac dien vien tQ chau Au. Chi 
cd mpt so' dien vien kich My ndi tieng 
hdi bay gid nhQ Edwin Forrest, 
Charlotte Cushman v i cic chti n h i 
h i t nhQ William Dunlap, Thomas 
Abthorpe Coooper. - "- -'••• 
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Nha hat The 'Walnut d Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania dupe liet vao hang nha hat 
cd nha't tai My. Vao thdi diem dd, hiu 
het mdi thdnh phd' chi cd mdt nha hat. 
Cae nha hat dia phQdng thQdng it khaeh, 
trang tri ngheo nan. Khi xu hudng md 
rpng lanh thd ve phia Tay ciia nUdc My 
trd nen manh me thi cung cd cae thUPng 
gia thue eac dpi kich bieu dien lUu dpng 
tren cic con tau. Cic vd kich cua 
Shakespeare dUde trinh dien rat phd 
bien, cung vdi cic tac pham ctia mdt so' 
nha viet kich chau Au khic. Cac nha viet 
kich My cung cd mdt so' tic phim thudc 
the loai kich meld", nhQng nhanh chdng 
rdi vao ldng quen, vi npi dung chi xoay 
quanh nhQng ngQdi thd dan anh hung 
nhQng yeu menh. Dien hinh la vd Tup 
liu bde Tom {Uncle Tom's Cabin)^ ctia 
H.J. Conway, dila tren tieu thuyet cung 
ten ctia Harriet Beecher Stowe. 

Song, phd bien hdn ca Id cac ganh 
kich rdng, mpt the loai kich dpc nhi t 
vd nhi dau tien ciia My. The loai kich 
nay da trinh dien nhQng vd kich trong 
dd cdc dien vien da trang an van nhu 
ngUdi da den, bdi mat den, ndi dung 
xoay quanh sQ phdn biet chiing toe. 

Tuy vay, eae giao sy the ky XIX van 
ra sQc phin ddi bieu dien kich. Bdi le, 
hp ludn cho rang nha h i t kich la ndi 
an nau cua chii nghia khoai lac, va 
dien vien nQ cung khdng khac gi gai 
diem. Ddng thdi, sti canh tranh giQa 
cac ginh hat cung rat khdc liet. Tham 
ehi Td'ng thd'ng thQ 16 ctia My la 
Lincoln cung hi am sat tai nha hat 
Ford khi dang xem mpt vd kich. 

Cung trong the ky nay, hii kich da 
trd nen phd bie'n. Cd't truyen dUpc bi t 
ngudn tQ nhQng eau chuyen che gieu 
chinh tri. van hod va thQdng dQpc trinh 
didn tai eic phdng tra va quan rupu. 

Thdi ky theky XX 
' TQ diu the ky XX, san khiu hpp 
phip trd nen phQc tap hdn d My, nhQ 
nd da tQng tdn tai d chau Au. 

Cac ngdi sao ciia ky nguyen nbu 
Ethel Barry more vd John Drew, dude 
xuat hien thUdng xuyen nhU mdt sU 
kien quan trpng hdn man trinh diin 
cda hp. Su phat trien ciia nhQng bQc 
tranh tinh cam da din di t nhieu sQ 
thay ddi trong nghe thuat san khiu. 
Mpt sd iQdng ldn cac loai hinh am 
nhac la mpt phin thilc te eho nhQng 
bd phim thdi ky diu khdng cd am 
thanh, vd cd the vi the ma khdng canh 
tranh. NhQng vd kich phQc tap va 
cdng phu hdn nd rd trong thdi ky ndy, 
va cac phong each dien xuit ngay 
cang ehinh phuc khan gii. Tham ehi 
vao nam 1915, cac dien vien nam hi 
thu hut bdi sti quyen rQ tQ san khiu 
kich da hudng tdi cdc san khau ldn 
hdn vd bat dau ddi mat vdi nhQng sti 
canh tranh mdi. 

SQ thay ddi xa hpi tren mdt quy md 
ldn trong sud't cudc dai khiing hoang 
1929-1933 da anh hQdng sau sac tdi 
san kha'u My. Cic vd kich ve di dan 
vd th i t nghiep thdi ky dd da the hien 
dupe vai trd xa hdi td ldn ctia chung.. 
Dii an san khiu lien bang - mpt 
chUdng trinh hdp tae mdi dQdc khdi 
xQdng bdi Tdng thd'ng F.D. Rooservelt 
da giup day manh nen san khiu My 
va cung ci'p viee lam cho cae dien 
vien. ChQdng trinh ndy da mang tdi 
nhieu vd kich cdng phu, trau chud't vd 
de lai nhieu tinh tranh cai nhU: Diiu 
do khong the xdy ra d ddy (It can't 
happen here) ctia tac gii Sinclair 
Lewis va Cdi noi du dUa (The Cradle 
will rock) ciia tac gii Marc Blitzstein. 

Sau Chien tranh The gidi thQ bai. 
san khau My da trd ve vdi chinb nd. 
Mdt so nha soan kich nhQ: Arthur 
Miller va Tennesse Williams da trd nen 
ndi tieng tren toan the gidi. Trong thap 
nien 60 ciia the ky XX, sti thQ nghiem 
bang viec truyen ba nghe thuat trong 
san kha'u dat dudc nhieu thanh tuii, vdi 



62 SO 06-2009 CHAU MY NGAY NAY 

nhQng vd kich nhQ: Tdc (Hair), bad gdm 
sii tran trui va nhQng lien he van hda 
diy me hoac. Hdi kich cung da duy tri 
dQpc sti phd bien quin chung ctia minh, 
va nhQng vd hai kich nhQ: Cdu chuyen 
miin Tdy (Westside Story) va Ddn hOp 
xUdng (A chorus line) da pha vd tat ci 
cac ky luc trUdc dd. 

Thdi ky dUOng dgi 
Trong thdi ky nay, nhQng phong 

each ban diu eiia san kha'u nhQ cac 
chQdng trinh hdt rong va cac chQdng 
trinh bieu dien tap ky da bien mat 
ngay tQ hinh thQc ctia nd, nhQng san 
kha'u van giQ nguyen cac loai hinh 
nghe thuat truyen thd'ng My phd bien. 
NhQng nha s in xuat Broadway van 
duy tri rat nhieu cac nha boat dpng 
san kha'u de thiic hien nhQng s in 
pham ngay cang trd nen cdng phu 
hdn, dat dd hdn. Dac biet la cac nha 
scan kich hien dai My bao gdm: 
Edward Albee, August Wilson, Tony 
Kushner, David Henry Hwang va 
Wendy Wasserstein. Cac nha hat kich 
dd thi nhd hdn cung da budc vdc thdi 
ky bung nd. 

San khiu kich cung die biet thinh 
hinh trong hing tram nhdm trQdng 
dai hpc va nhdm khu vQc tren khip 
nQdc My. NhQng chi cd Broadway vdi 
khoing 40 s in dien chuyen nghiep vd 
tren 350 san kha'u thii nghiem d ngpai 
khu vQc Broadway mdi lam ngQdi ta 
biet den nhQng nha viet kich ciia My 
nhQ O'Neil, Miller, Saroyan, 
Williams, Inge, Albee, Jones, Simon, 
Shephard hay Wilson. Chi tinh rieng 
d New Ydrk da cd tren 15.000 diin 
vien chuyen nghiep, v i d bang 
California cd khoang 20.000 nQa. Hdn 
16.000 nhac cdng v i nhd soan nhac 
chuyen nghiep sd'ng d New Yerk, va 
khding 23.000 d'California.' 

Chung ta hien sd'ng trong ky nguyen 
bau hien dai ma mpi sinh boat kinh te. 

khoa hpc ky thuat dQdc toan cau hoi. 
Dieu nay nhic chung ta tdi khi i niem 
"cpng ddng". Mang iQdi net todn ciu 
cung la mpt hinh thQc ciia cpng ddng. 
San kha'u kich nghe ngiy nay cung 
vay, khdng the khic. Nd chuyen minh 
sang "san kbd'u cpng ddng" (community 
theatre). Dac biet d My, san kha'u cdng 
ddng diu tien dQdc tim thay d Salt 
Lake City vao nam 1853. Nd ra ddi vi 
vai ly do: sii Id la ciia cdng chung, sQ nd 
rd ciia nghe thuat phim inh tao sQc ep 
khie'n cic nha hat kich ldn din dan bi 
ddng ctia hay ddi th inh rap chieu 
phim. NhQng ngQdi yeu kich, lien lac 
va ket hdp thanh nhQng nhdm kich tai 
tii xuyen quo'c gia. Khai niem "san 
kha'u nhd" ra ddi, cdn dQdc gpi l i "san 
kha'u cpng ddng". 

Ngiy nay, d Hoa Ky da cd hing 
ngan nhdm "san khau cpng ddng" du 
de thdnh lap nhQng cong ty thoat thai 
tQ cac nha h i t ldn nhQ Lyric la mpt vi 
dtl. Td hdp nay cd siu, bay nhd hat 
nhd xay len trong nhQng khu vQc 
thanh pho' dong thi dan. Vdi tinh th in 
doan ket tap the, hp da dQdc nhieu 
manh thQdng quan tai trd, iing hp vi 
giup dd. San kha'u cpng ddng khdng cd 
kh i t vpng trd thdnh chuyen nghiep, 
chi cd mpt thieu so' thanh vien theo 
dudi Qdc mud'n trd thdnh chuyen gia 
trong nganh kich nghe. Ph in cdn lai, 
yeu nghe thuat kich nen hp den vdi 
nhau de chia se nhiet tinh, dam me vd 
niem men thQdng san khau dam sau 
nhQ mpt duyen nghiep.** 

Nhu vay, nen san kha'u cung nhU 
cic nha h i t kich d My da tdn tai v i 
phi t trien tQ nhQng nam d iu lap quo'c 
tdi nay vdi nhQng thanh tQu va th ing 
t r im nhi't dinh. Mac du mdi xui't 
hien hdn hai tram nam, nhQng nen 
san khi'u My da dat dQdc nhieu thanh 
tQu ding ke. Sd'lQdng cac nha hat ldn, 
ndi tieng deu xui't hien d cic th inh 
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phd' ldn eiia cdc bang nhU: Colorado, 
Kentucky, Florida, Minnesota, New 
York,... Trong nhieu nam qua, nen 
san kha'u Hoa Ky da khong chi ngay 
cang dUdc Qa chudng tren nQdc My 
ma edn P nhieu cac qud'c gia khae tren 
the gidi. Cdc the he ldn len cung vdi 
san kha'u My va nhin nhan ve nQde 
My eung qua san kha'u My. Ddng thdi, 
nen san khau My eung phin anh 
nhQng thang t r im trong mdi giai 
doan lich sti eiia My. Vd cic nha hat 
ldn vdi ky thuat am thanh chuyen 
nghiep, anh sing hien dai, chQdng 
trinh dao tao dien vien, dao dien da 
dang, dan diing thiet ke san khau 
cdng phu cung nhQ vd tuyen truyen 
hinh vi cdng nghe thdng tin hien dai 
da lam tang them sQ phd bien, gii tri 
cua san khau My. Cung tQ qua trinh 
phat trien san khau nay ma tQ dd 
hinh inh nQdc My dQdc biet den 
nhieu hdn. Sdn kha'u da phin anh 
dupe lich sti, van hda My mpt each 
chan that. Day l i mpt trong nhQng 
gia tri ndi bat ctia san khau. Lich sti 
nen san khau My tuy khdng dii nhU 
lich sii nen san khau ciia nhQng qudc 
gia khac nhQ: Anh, Phap, Trung 
Qud'c,... nhung nd lai dUdc ke thQa 
nhQng gii tri td't dep nhat, dQdc tdn 
tai va phi t trien trong mpt di t nQdc 
cd mpt nen van hda da dang, diy mau 
sic va hy vpng trong tUdng lai nen 
san kha'u My cd the dat dQdc nhieu 
thanh ttiu, bQdc tien dai hdn va phd 
bie'n khdng chi vdi cdng chung My mi 
cdn vdi cdng chung toan cdu • 
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